Stay in the word of God -Paul's last testament.

1 Tim 3v14-17

Timothy must have been feeling very insecure, Paul his mentor about to be killed. So Paul points him to the sufficiency of scripture. You have everything you need for life and ministry of God's will in the scripture.

· Ungodliness of the times...last days since Christ ascended. Characterised by difficulties. Though they might claim religion.
· Devilish men of his day. Evil men and imposters deceiving and being deceived.

Difficult days and devilish men, decadent congregations not enduring sound doctrine...in the church. Are we in the last of the last days.

Main instruction: continue in what you have learned, stay the course, latch on and do not be moved from, the Word of God.

4 reasons why we ought to abide in the bible

1. Because of your legacy, v14. Knowing from whom you've learned
a. Think about those who taught YOU the word. When you're tempted to put it aside. Cf ch1v5, 2v2
b. We have learned from our mentors, and Paul as well. The labour they gave to nurture our faith. Our seminary. These speak volumes of the value of it, which people were prepared to invest their lives, finances, prayers and blood into. Don't be the weak link in the chain. This is true "apostolic succession" 
c. Heb 13:7, the same Jesus they serve is the same Jesus you serve.
2. Because of its ability, 3:15 writings able to give you wisdom leading to salvation in faith.
a. You will be offering people faith in Christ, ROM 9, faith comes by hearing
b.  In your church will be unconverted Christians.
3. Because of its divinity, 3:16 breathed out by God 
a. Set apart from every other religious book on the planet. Is why Paul preached with trembling. Very words of God. Do you really want to stand before Him saying, I didn't preach the whole counsel of God?
4. Because of its profitability, 3:16, for every good work 
a. The man of God-title of God's messenger. Every task He has called you to perform, He has given you a sufficient tool.
b. Teaching/ doctrine (who he is)
c. Reproof 

d. Correction

e. Comprehensive training in righteousness, Sanctification. This is everything you need: the scripture.
Therefore one thing left to do, the charge: Preach the Word.

Charged in the presence of God the Father and Christ Jesus the Judge, by His appearing and kingdom.

Whenever you have the opportunity, preach the word.
