We are one of a small part that God is using to change the world.

Yet we are nothing. In me dwells no good thing.

We need to minister in God's way. Or He will allow us to falter in our own strength. He won't allow us to compete with His power. 2 Chron26v15-16. Until he became strong! Then he grew proud. Good is delighted to put his strength on display while he gets the credit. But otherwise he will let us fall.

1Cor2, The power of weakness. A portrait of a gospel minister who understood weakness and God's power. V1-5

So that your faith might rest not on wisdom of men but power of God.

Context: the world views contrary. Contra sophists. Foolishness of preaching and weakness of people. 1v25

Through the:

Foolishness of preaching. Weakness of men.

God chose this. So that noone can say I did that. They would applaud themselves.

Paul sets himself up as an example of these 2.

3 essential qualities of a gospel minister who understands there is power in weakness.

1. A Christ centered determination. 1-2

a. Not to give them what they wanted. Not philosophical stimulation. Aorist, settled in his mind before he went there. Original and unchanging goal. To give them what they needed not wanted. Which bags did he pack? The bags of weakness. That was his method of operation. God's testimony. Our calling, purely to proclaim Christ. Not politics, strategy, philosophy. Our arena is the church. And what they need is Christ and Him crucified. Not power according to the worlds standard.

b. Jesus.

c. 1v18, to us being saved, it is the Power of God. The preaching of the cross. Unadjustable. Has to be our determination. V17, not sent to baptise. There is a way to preach the cross which empties its power to save!!!! By being clever in the eyes of the world, appealling to human wisdom. We may think were preaching the cross, but were not.

2. God honouring disposition

a. With you in much weakness, fear and trembling. Paul's resume. His disposition.

b. Don't try to be strong! Powerful. Gods wants us tone the opposite because he doesn't want to share that glory with anyone. 2Cor12, Pauil learned to put no confidence in his flesh. Tokeepme from exalting myself, a messenger of Satan was given me. Power perfected in weakness. I'm happy to boast about these weaknesses for Christ's sake.

c. Receive disease and problems as a gift from God. You are not as strong as you think you are. You need the Spirit of God. To keep you humble so more of His power perfected in weakness. 2Cor2v14. Our adequacy is from God.

d. Trembling: understanding the magnitude of the task. Preaching the glories of the testimonies of God is not "fun". Within the same auditorium, some receiving life to life, others death to death. Fear n Trembling.

e. Baxter, I preached as sure to never preach again, as a dying man to dying men. We die a little Biltmore each time we preach.

3. A Holy Spirit dependence. V4-5.

a. No ingenuity, which the people of the day depended so much on.

b. It is impossible to make much of Christ and much of yourself at the same time. Anointing and unctio ? Empty yourself of everything.

c. Do not even put your confidence in your training. Or preparation. Or letters behind the name. Surgeon, "I believe in the HS." Take this mess (sermon) and bless it. Otherwise we'll attach the flock to us, not God.

d. V5, so that the FAITH of people would not rest on men!! If people are NOT resting faith in God, it is probably the preacher's fault.

