Pastoring - Shepherding the flock of God. 1 Peter 5v1-4

Context: suffering and persecution. Commit yourselves to the sovereign God who allows this that we may become conformed. It is time for judgement to begin with the household of God.

· We should never be surprised at persecution
· Ezek 9v6, God instructs those in Jerusalem to be judged, starting with the elders. Ch5 seems to be attached to this thought. The persecution from the world, God uses as a judgement to sift the church, and thastbegins with the elders. Make sure the elders are living Godly lives. Exhortation to worthy manner.
· FCF It maybe that though you are an elder you are not walking worthy.

3 things we need in the church today in light of coming persecution today. Laws, politics, changing very rapidly. The world is no longer our friend.

1. Elders who are courageous. Not time for whimps.(cowards). Stand and lead God's people. They won't rise higher than the elders. Insecurity in eldership will ripple to the congregation. Confronted with tough church discipline issues.
2. Elders who are committed, fully, to the local church...who Christ shed His blood for. This breathes stability in His people. God moves his men where he wants. Don't see the local church as a stepping stone to the next place. They deserve better, a man staying there to serve until God Himself moves Him.
3. Elders who are confident (not fleshly) in the care and sovereignty of God. That He is able to complete His work.
5 fundamental questions answered from the text. Who,what,where,how,why of Godly leadership.

1. Who? The elders among the various local churches.
a. Moses' father in law, "you're about to kill yourself and these people!"
b. Qualifications (not seminary!) 1Tim3. See if you are living this way, don't presume on His grace. These are not options. We MUSTbethis. No credible accusations about Him, "wait a minute, not THAT guy!"
i. 1 woman man: how do you relate to the women of your church. Are you known to have a heart only for your wife.
ii. Temperate, soberminded. Mind is together. Soberness, wise, not foolish, Respectable.
iii. Hospitable: love strangers.
iv. Can teach from the word.
v. Not addicted to wine. Using liberty in Christ to indulge the flesh.

vi. Not arguer, striker, not flying off the handle, but Gentle. Peacemaker.
vii. Free from love of money. Not persuaded by money. Not a hireling, a prophet for hire, deciding your ministry predicated solely on money ( won't God provide?). Money is as big a trap as lust for women.
viii. Manages household well. Leadership in micro, qualifies you for the micro? Relationship with your wife? Is she happy? 1Cor11, the woman is the glory of the man. Her face will tell you what's going on. Children? Under control with all dignity, respecting our leadership, safe under our authority.
ix. Not a new convert.

x. Good reputation outside. "he is a good man"
2. What? Shepherd! Feed the sheep of God.

a. John 21, Peter reinstituted. Feed My Sheep. Care, exhort, protect, counsel, rebuke. They are our responsibility. Do you smell like the sheep. You have to be with them. Not romanced by the pulpit. (PS, what is an elder's responsibility? Not "shepherding" but "sheep"
b. Sheep left alone will go astray.will starve to death.will get killed.
c. V2 flock OF GOD. With all their sins. They belong to God. Don't talk about "my church", "my flock" . See them as such.
3. Who? Those "among you". 

a. No ones pastor except those who entrusted to your care. People listening to so many pastors, that they don't follow their own. So many pastoral voices on the Internet, they become slow to listen to the one they have been entrusted to!
4. How? 

a. Voluntarily, not forced into the ministry. By family or others. Calling from God. 
b. Eagerly. Not for money, sordid gain. Not because you're being paid.
c. Exemplarily: we don't say, Listen to me because I'm your pastor. Mk10v42, exercising authority OVER them, but rather be SLAVE of all. Remember that they will follow your lead, and if you don't serve, neither will they.
5. Why? v4, the Chief Shepherd.
a. Title of Senior Pastor, is Jesus'.
b. He will give to the faithful undershepherds an unfading crown of glory. Whatever this a means, it is worth it! Careful that your shepherding rewards aren't earthly!
