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Numbers
1. Review:

Genesis: Beginnings – Primeval History, Patriarchal History (4 events, 4 people)

Exodus: Redemption and Deliverance – Egypt, Wilderness, Sinai

Leviticus: Holiness – The Way to God, The Walk with God (Sacrifice, Sanctification)

2. Numbers:

Introduction:
The book of Numbers has a reputation for being slow and boring, and constituting mainly names of tribes and generations. But this is not so. It gives a detailed account of the travels of the Israelites from Egypt until they are camped in the plains of Moab, opposite Canaan. The account speaks generally of 3 divisions in Israel: the leaders, particularly Moses and Aaron; the Levites – God’s separated ones; and the rest of the children of Israel.

It covers 2 generations: Those who left Egypt, and those who were about to enter Canaan.

God had made a promise to Abraham in Gen 12 (cf Gen 12:1-4), namely multiplied descendants, a name, and a land. God had at this point saved the descendants from captivity, as prophesied, and they had a name, Israel, which was regarded by all surrounding nations (because of the Red Sea), and now He was going to give them the land as well.
They had all the instructions on fellowship with God. They had the presence of God in the tabernacle. What more could they want?
A title might be, “Wandering in the Wilderness” – because it deals with Israel’s movement, through the wilderness, over 40 years, from Sinai to the land of Canaan. The Promised Land. But it is an indictment on them, because it spends the majority of the time revealing Israel’s failure as a nation to trust and obey their God.

3. The Story of Numbers:
Can be broken into 3 stages:
3.1 Stage 1: THE OLD GENERATION,  AT SINAI. GOD’S ORDER FOR THE NATION (1-10)
Begins with:
1-2: Census. God says, “Count the men of war”. 603,550 men (over 2 million people altogether)

3: The 12 tribes are given their camping place around the tabernacle, but Levites to serve at the Tent, under Aaron. (It had been the first born sons that were consecrated to God – now God says, the Levites replace them. Serve continually at the tabernacle. They would have none of their own property as such, but would receive their care from the tithes and offerings that the people presented to God.) (Ex 32:29 – Levites sided with Moses and struck everyone guilty of worshiping calf)

4: Levites’ duties spelled out
[5 unclean persons and dealing with unfaithfulness in marriage]
6: Nazirite law- “individual consecration” (no wine, no razor, and volunteered vows. Almost like a voluntary priest.) 
(P.S. Who was a Nazirite in the Bible? Samson! Jud 13:5, and Samuel 1 Sam 1:11)
(P.S.: In 6:22: Aaronic Blessing- how he must bless Israel)
[7 Each tribe leader presents freewill offering]
(7:89 – Moses went in to speak, heard a voice from between the Cherubim)
[8: Levites shaven, cleaned, offered to the Lord as a wave offering.]
[9: Second Passover. (And instructions to observe on 2nd month if defiled by corpse during 1st month.)] 
(P.S. Explanation of cloud and fire, and movement.)
So we have there about 20 days of ORDER – as they prepare to journey to the Promised Land, in Holiness and Worship
(About 1 year after the Exodus, 3rd month of 1st year, 1st Passover)

And now they leave Sinai:
10: Departure from Sinai – to Wilderness of Paran. (Jethro’s son taken with as a guide. But the cloud led them.)
That is the first section of the book.
3.2 Then we move from ORDER to DISORDER, 11-22: 
Here we see the Rebellion of this Generation of Israel in the Wilderness.
11: Complaining. Over next chapters in this section, people repeatedly saying that Egypt was better. Looking back. Longing for their slavery. Not trusting God

Their objection is that Moses has brought them into a desert where food and water was not evidently abundant. Therefore they will perish. (Of course, this neglects the promise of God to get them into Canaan)

Whenever this happens, Moses and Aaron are distraught and prostrate themselves before God because they acknowledge the great protection and grace they were continually receiving from God, and how God judges those who don’t trust Him. 
They’re testing God – in the wrong way. Testing His boundaries, not Testing His promises. Doubting, not Trusting.

But those who oppose God’s order and leadership are consumed in magnificent ways!”:
11: Complaining for meat (We discover it’s a mixed multitude, incited to groaning (see 11:4-5). (Unholiness among holiness) : 
Consumed: God provides quail, and kills through a plague

12: Aaron and Miriam (brother and sister) complain about Moses. “Who is he?” v5-8: God’s servant! God judges Miriam: leprous, sent outside the camp.

[MOVE TO WILDERNESS OF PARAN]

13: Spies sent into Canaan. Heads of the tribes sent. Incl Josh of Nun and Caleb. 40 days. Read 13:30- 14:4 
14: Israel refuses to enter. Read 14:2-4. So, God threatens to destroy Israel (11-12). “How long?!” But Moses intercedes. God relents from destroying Israel, but still judges this generation. 
(Read v22: God’s sentence – 10 times tested Me, will not see Promised Land). Only Josh and Caleb will, who trusted God. The 10 unbelieving spies die of the plague. (P.S. Rebels tried to go into the land, therefore, and were driven back, as God had warned.)
3.2.1 Lesson

OT and NT constantly refer to this as illustration and warning. This event seems to serve as one of the primary warnings to later believers. Read Heb 3:11-4:2
How many of them took assurance in their circumstances, and the multitudes opinions and not in God’s promises?

1 Cor 10:1-12
15: Clear layout of justice: Intentional vs unintentional sins: Offerings vs Death (Read 15:30). [p.s. a man gathers sticks on the Sabbath – YHWH commands he be killed.] 15:39ff: How serious God is. Belief and resultant holiness required (Leviticus), illustrated here.
But the complaining doesn’t end. (or the consuming)

16: Complain: Levites are jealous of Moses and Aaron. Korah Dathan and Abiram consumed, along with their tents, wives and children. Ground opened, and fire came down. The next day: congregation complain. Notice that each time God threatens to destroy the whole congregation, Moses intercedes. [14,000 killed by plague, until Aaron interceded by atonement.]
17: God confirms Aaron as the appointed priest, by budding of his staff.

[18: offerings and tithes to support priests and levites.
[19: Purification rites

20: Moses’ error! (Miriam dies, great mourning). At Kadesh Barnea, No water, people complained again. Moses supposed to speak to the rock, but strikes the rock in anger and complaint against them. Judgement on Moses and Aaron– no Promised Land! 
(p.s. Note what God’s judgement resulted in: v30, caused the people to hallow God! Our God is a righteous judge, who rules with equity) [. Refused entry to Edom.] Aaron dies.
21: Complained again: long journey around Edom. Consumed with: Fiery serpents.  Bronze serpent given. [Sihon and Og defeated.]
22-24: Balaam! 
3.2.2 Lesson
Consider the amount of space given to this account: 3 chapters! Very significant.

At this stage we get insight into the purposes of God with His people. Israel’s activity and belief is not in view. Here we have an outsider enemy, a pagan prophet, and God.

[explain the story]

Having seen the disorder / disobedience of Israel since CH13, what do we see here?

· God is still working out His purposes, His covenant

· God is using evil for good!

· See the promise of the Scepter (Jesus Christ), rising out of Israel!

25: Beyond complaining: Harlotry: Israel mingles with Moabites(Midian). False gods. Baal. (25:3-5). Aaron’s grandson, Phineas, kills sinning man with Midianite woman. Zeal for God’s glory and holiness stopped the plague, though 24,000 dead. 

(P.S. this must have been over some time…)
That ends the second section of the book. Now we find ourselves in CH26, with a:

3.3 NEW GENERATION: PLAINS OF MOAB, ACROSS FROM CANAAN

(cf. Deut 2:14 – 38 years passed!)

26: New Census. 601730 
Read 26:64-65 – all new sons. Parents all died. Land in Canaan allotted to each tribe
27: Moses goes up Mt Arabim, shown Canaan, but told he will not enter. God appoints Joshua as successor

3.3.1 RE-ORDER and PREP for CANAAN (28-33)
[28: Offerings

[29: Feasts and their offerings

[30: Regulations concerning vows]
31: Midianites slain. Killed the men, and their 5 kings, and Balaam. Phineas led them. (Moses instructs, even the women to be killed, for the previous treachery. Took much plunder, also virgins.)
32: Did you know: Reuben and Gad decide to stay on East. Moses confronts, and then settles with them. They will enter Canaan to battle, but then return to settle. Land of Sihon and Og given to these 2 tribes.

33: Recounting the journey from Egypt. God warns them to completely destroy (v55)
34: Borders of Canaan described

35: Cities for Levites, and Cities of Refuge, Law for Manslaughter and Murder. See 35:34

[36: Inheritances for daughters who have no brothers. Kept within the tribe.]
4. Overall Lesson
Considering all 3 divisions of people: Leaders, Levites, and Congregation, Numbers leaves no doubt that all of them failed – failed to trust God, submit to His design, remain holy before Him.

Repeated over and over, is the stubbornness of Israelites to believe, and the penalty for that sin, in various forms. They didn’t do what they were supposed to, and they did do what they weren’t supposed to.

Exodus 32 and the golden calf are more well known to the general public, but Numbers represents a more staggering collection of failure.

It was an impossible task. 2 million people – clothed, fed, survived. The only ones that fell, in this record, are those who disobeyed. Christ sustained them in the wilderness. (1 Cor 10:4) The glory of God was the guarantee of His care and presence.

The enemies of their faith and progress were great too (both physical, like Edom, and spiritual, like Balaam): But the account with Balaam gives us privileged insight into the superseding working of God: No enemy can overcome his purpose. He will only use his enemies to magnify His glory. 

And those who sinned and complained, could look up to the bronze serpent and be healed from their judgement – by faith, trusting God’s word.
4.1 Application
We should hold no false pretences about our perfection on this journey. From leader to congregation, every one is only a mere man and woman, who has to exercise faith despite sight.

In many ways, there journey is just a reflection of our own. 

God’s word itself applies this account to our lives as believers, as we’ve seen in Hebrews 3 and 1 Corinthians 10. It is a warning. The warning is that it is possible to be very closely associated with the promises and blessings and people of God, and yet not share in their inheritance. The dividing line was no clearer seen that God’s rejection of those who would not believe God’s promise to give them the land. What matters to God is faith, and faith reveals itself in trust and obedience.

Joh 3:14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15  that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16  "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

They needed to set their eyes on Canaan, the land of God’s promise, their inheritance and realisation of hope.

We need to set our eyes on our Promised Land (Heb 11: Abraham) – Heaven.

Col 3:1  If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
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