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Exodus Study  Sunday 9 May 2010
Synopsis:    Genesis portrays Jesus Christ, our Creator God
       The book of Beginnings 

               The Human Race 

The Chosen race was set aside by God for His purposes to bring forth a Saviour and

make a holy nation from all the tribes of the earth………………Rev5:9

First through Noah  ( The Covenant) Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Man falls and Genesis ends in failure -----The last words are “in a coffin in Egypt”
BUT BEFORE THE BEGINNING……. Fine tuning of the universe---to make planet earth  perfect for the introduction of mankind!!FOR GOD”S PLEASURE AND FOR HIS GLORY!
Perfect design Mathematically, Physically, Chemically, Biologically, Geologically, AND..
SPIRITUALLY!
Ephesians 1:3-4   YAHWEH, The Sovereign God of the universe determined in the counsels of eternity before the foundation of the world that He would, for His own pleasure take unto Himself a people for His Glory.

God took sin into account BEFORE creation. And His Grace is a response to sin. 2Cor1:21, 22. 1Peter2:22; Rom 4: 5 ; Gal 3:13 

 His Son Jesus Christ the second person in the Trinity (God the Son) was ordained to be the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world. God in His infinite wisdom and sovereignty created the universe by the word of His mouth, but the only atonement for sin could be achieved through the shed blood of His Sinless Son.  

REVELATION 13:8   All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—that is all those whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world
NB….God’s purpose for the church Ephesians 3:6-10 Incredible and absolutely amazing!!
That is why the gospel was preached in the Old testament as well!(Gal3:8)

EXODUS   ( WAY OUT)

Exodus the second book of the Jewish Torah written by Moses the prophet of God’s choosing

Theme: Deliverance and Worship

(Surely the most important book in the Old Testament)

Theme Passage:  Ch 6:5-8  I have remembered …. I AM   Yahweh the Covenant God who keeps His promises to His people.

Exodus Study OVERVIEW       Exodus portrays Jesus Christ the Passover LAMB 
Exodus follows Genesis in much the same relation as the New Testament stands to the Old Testament. 
Genesis tells of man's failure under every test and in every condition; 
Exodus is the thrilling epic of God hastening to the rescue of man. 
It tells of the redeeming work of a sovereign God.

Exodus is pre-eminently the book of redemption in the Old Testament. 
It begins in darkness and gloom, yet ends in glory; it commences by telling how God came down in grace to deliver an enslaved people, and ends by declaring how God came down in glory to dwell in the midst of a redeemed people.

Exodus, which is Greek, means "way out." Without Genesis the Book of Exodus has no meaning. 
It begins with the word 'Now" vv 6 which really means "And." The story is just continuing.    

This book, like many other books of the Old Testament, begins with the word "And." This seems to point to the fact that each author was not just recording his own story but only his part of a great drama which began in the events of the past and looked forward to that which would come. 
Take the five books of Moses - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. Each book is about something and those five things are vitally related to one another.

THE BONDAGE (Exodus 1:1-22)

As this book opens-three and a half centuries have passed since the closing scene of Genesis.      The Book of Genesis is a family history. The Book of Exodus is a national history. We have no account of what happened during this long period of silence. The patriarch, Abraham, died when Jacob, his grand​son, was fifteen years old. Jacob's favorite son Joseph had been sold as a slave into Egypt and had risen to great power and influence. The sons of Jacob had gained great favour because of their brother Joseph. There were only seventy persons that went down into Egypt, but before they left Egypt the people had grown into a nation of 3,000,000.

When Joseph died and a new dynasty came to the throne in Egypt, the wealth and great numbers of the children of Israel made them objects of suspicion in the eyes of the Egyptians. (part of God’s plan). The Pharaohs, wishing to break with them, reduced them to  slavery. 
This was hard for a people who had lived as free men with every favour upon them. They remem​bered the promises God had given to Abraham and his descend​ants, and it made this bondage doubly hard to understand (Genesis 12:1-3, etc.).

The story told in the book of Exodus, and follows through Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy declares that God did not forget the promise which He made to Abraham-I will make of thee a great nation (Genesis 12:2)

 God always takes the initiative--- He is Sovereign. He is NEVER taken by surprise. He never goes back on His WORD he does not change His mind and He never has a plan “B”.

The family records of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob no doubt had been carried into Egypt, and there became a part of Israel's national annals. Through the long years of bondage, they clung to the promise that one day Canaan would be their home but there does not seem to be a record of them worshipping YAHWEH in Egypt. We will see God coming down to deliver the people from Egypt (Exodus 3:7,8). Individuals and families had been organized into a nation. God was going to give them laws with which to govern themselves. He was going to take them back to the land which He promised them so long ago.
SOME THINGS TO REMEMBER IN EXODUS 
1.  Moses (A quote by D.L.Moody)
The book gives us the story of Moses, the great hero of God. 
 Moses spent   40 years thinking he was somebody; 40 years learning he was nobody;
   40 years discovering what God can do with a nobody.             See Hebrews 11:23-29. 

2. The Law

The last half of the book (19-40) teaches us that the re​deemed must do the will of their Redeemer, consecrating themselves to His service, and submitting to His control. There​fore, the moral law is given, (Ch 20) followed by the ceremonial law which was the provision for the violator of the moral law.

3. The Tabernacle

God gave the tabernacle as a detailed picture of the Re​deemer to come, in His many offices, and as a dwelling place for His visible glory on earth. It’s  wonderful typology is rich in Christian truth.

Pointing to the Cross. The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, the only propitiation for sin . The only means which God in His Holy sovereignty has provided by his grace for SALVATION

THE EXODUS (Exodus 3-4)

Think of the preparation that had to be made for moving so great a host, six hundred thousand on foot that were men, be​side children. And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle (Exodus 12:37, 38).
Let me say here that this task was absolutely IMPOSSIBLE humanly speaking. But God enabled Moses to organize this task.
It was a well-organized expedition. Moses had appealed to Pharaoh again and again to let the children of Israel go (Exodus 5:1; 7:16). The plagues and the negotiations that Moses had to make with Pharaoh must have lasted for nearly a year. 
This gave the children of Israel time to gather their things together. The plagues taught the children of Israel some great things, besides forcing Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go.
Remember, too, that the Nation of ISRAEL would never have left Egypt if God had not REMEMBERED HIS COVENANT. (In fact, God NEVER forgets and His timing is perfect.
Yes they groaned and groaned but they were incapable of doing anything for themselves or to seek freedom or to worship the God of their Fathers. 
In the construction of any great edifice a blueprint has to be drawn and a pattern made. Our salvation was designed by God before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4). We find the pattern in the Book of Exodus. Exodus is the historical picture of divine grace in the redemption of man by God to Himself by Jesus Christ, who is at once our great Prophet (Moses) and High Priest (Aaron) (Hebrews 3: 1).

The story of Exodus is repeated in every soul that seeks deliverance from the enmeshing and moral weakening (enervating) influence of the world. From this point of view, the book is human, from the first verse to the last. We study Exodus in order to see God's way of delivering sinful man, and His gracious purposes in  rescuing him.(Christ saves, enables and sustains us Psalm 23)
 THE PASSOVER (Exodus 12-19)

Exodus 12 gives us the thrilling story of the Passover, the clearest Old Testament picture of our individual salvation through faith in the shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. This chapter is the basis for calling Christ the Lamb of God, Christ our Passover, and the many tender references to His crucifixion as the death of our own Passover Lamb.

For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us (I Corinthians 5:7).

As the Passover chapter is the heart of the book, so is the whole book a pattern of our salvation.

The Passover is the prominent feature of Exodus. (chapter 12) Perhaps the children of Israel did not know the significance of this feast the night before they left Egypt, but they believed God and obeyed.  God had sent ten plagues on Egypt in order to make Pharaoh willing to let His people go. Almost a year had passed and with each plague there was a hardening of Pharaoh's heart. Finally God said that the first-born in all Egypt should die. It would have fallen on the Hebrews, too, had they not killed the paschal lamb and been protected by its blood of redemption (Exodus 12:12,13).

· Every person should study the divine order of the Passover as it is given in 


Exodus 12.

1. Take a lamb

Hebrews 9:28; Isaiah 53:6; John 19:14; I Cor. 5:7.

The spotlessness of the living lamb did not save them (Hebrews 9:22; I John 1: 7; Revelation 1: 5).      It was not Christ's sinless life that saves us but His death on the cross.
2. Sprinkle the blood

It is not enough for the lamb to be slain. The blood was sufficient but not efficient unless applied.
Every Israelite individually had to apply it to his own house​hold.
Notice over the doorway, not under.
QUESTION: What have you done with the blood, the blood of our Passover Lamb who died on Calvary? (Exodus 12:22; John 1:12).

|The hyssop-a common weed but obtainable by everyone​- typical of faith. The blood on the lintel is that which saved. Not what they thought about it, but what they did with it that counted.   

· When I see the blood, I will pass over you (Exodus 12:13).

Not blood in the basin but blood applied saves a soul. Not all the blood shed on Calvary's cross can save a soul from death unless it is applied, then-When I see the blood, I will pass over you.

Not feelings-not personal worthiness, but one thing saved them-the blood (Hebrews 9:22).

3. Eat the lamb

After the blood was shed and sprinkled, then there was direc​tion for nourishment, etc. So with us. Salvation first, then feed​ing---fellowship, worship, walk and service.

Feeding did not save them, but blood first; then nourishment was possible (John 6:54-58). 
· My flesh is meat indeed!.
4. Remove the leaven

Search me . . . and see if there be any wicked way in me (Psalm 139:23,24). Leaven is always a type of sin. Leaven of the Pharisees (Matthew 16:6). Purge out therefore the old leaven (I Corinthians 5:7).

Leaven of unrighteousness must be removed from our lives if we are to eat with God.

5. Bitter herbs

Christ tasted the bitter cup for us and some bitterness, we, too, must suffer (Hebrews 12:11).         No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

The lamb was to be feasted upon not raw, not unbaked, but a suffering lamb who passed through fire. Nothing was to be left -eaten in haste and nothing remaining. Not a bone broken!          Christ's body was broken but not His bones (Psalm 34:20; John 19:36).

6. Be ready to leave

They ate the food standing- not knowing where they would be going. All provision was made for the journey. What a contrast that night!--Peaceful feasting in the houses of Israel---                        --------awful mourning and weeping and wailing for the firstborn of Egypt!!
We have read here of the Passover. Now comes the crossing of the Red sea The Passover sealed them.  The Passage through the Red Sea separated them. They left Egypt under the blood, marked men. They passed through the Red Sea directed by their God who led them out and shut the door behind them!

NOTE___The Jews were to remind their children at every Passover meal (Exodus 13:8).
              QUESTION: When did you come out? (Remember, Egypt is a type of the world.)
THE GIVING OF THE LAW (Exodus 20-24)

In Exodus 20-24 we see the law given, broken and restored. Up to this time in Israel's history all has been grace and mercy. God had heard the cry of their bondage and answered them.       God selected a leader and trained him. God defeated their ene​mies. God fed them and yet they rebelled. Now a new order of things is brought about at Sinai.

The law demands nothing short of perfection. The Psalmist says, The law of the Lord is perfect. (See Psalm 19:7-11.) Only one Man  has been able to keep it perfectly. Christ not only kept the law but He paid the complete penalty for the broken law. Christ suffered that we might be spared. (See Hebrews 9:13-15; 10:1-22; I Peter 1:18-20.)

If man could not keep the law, why was it given?

  That we might know our exceeding sinfulness.  That we are born in sin and are wretchedly unable  to save ourselves or capable of even realizing that we are so lost and helpless.             The Law did not make man sin, but it showed him that he was a sinner.                                        The doctor comes and looks at a child and the symptoms reveal that he has measles. He gives him some medicine that makes him break out in a rash. The doctor did not make the child have measles, but he proved that he had measles. (Read Galatians 4:4,5; Romans 8:1-4; 3:19-28.)         So then the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and righteous, and good (Romans 7:12).

· The law is God's mirror to show us our exceeding sinfulness.

It is also good for us to contrast Sinai and Calvary. Calvary took away all the fire and thunder and made possible a meeting place between God and the sinner. cf Heb 12
here was no provision made in the law for failure. It is all or nothing-the whole law or a broken law.  One flaw in our character makes us imperfect.

The Law is  divided into two parts:

1. Laws regarding man's attitude toward God.

2. Laws regarding man's attitude toward his fellow men. 

  Cf  MATT 22:27-40 Jesus replied:" Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
We are told that God gave all these words (Exodus 20:1) . God gave them the whole law and man assumed the whole responsibility of keeping it. Exodus 19:8.  NOTE THAT :Before Israel even received the law or started to keep it, they were dancing around the golden calf, and worshiping a god they had made !! (Exodus 32:1-10, 18).How wicked man is !!Desperately wicked!! And we must not point a finger at them. We were just like them before we were saved by the precious blood of the Lamb of God!!
THE BUILDING OF THE TABERNACLE (Exodus 25-40)

 God told Moses He wished a sanctuary or holy dwelling place to be built and this would point to Christ and tell of His person and work. 

Just look how perfectly Christ is described:-
· The Outer Court

We see the brazen altar on which the burnt offerings were sacrificed. Pointing to Christ our sin offering  (Exodus 27:1-8).

The laver was for the cleansing of the priests before they could enter into the holy place to serve. (Exodus 30:18) the living water that washes clean.
· The Holy Place

The golden candlestick (Exodus 25:31-40), shows Christ, the Light of the world, and the table of shewbread (Exodus 25:23-30), for Christ is the Bread of life, and the altar of incense (Exodus 30:1-10), symbolizing Christ's intercession for us.(John17)
Holy of Holies

Pull back the curtain!! (typifies the body of Christ), we will see the Ark of the Covenant, the symbol of God's presence. Into this holy of holies, the high priest came only once a year to sprinkle the blood of atonement.
 The Book of Hebrews tells us that Christ is not only our High Priest but that he was our atonement, and so we can go into the holy of holies (the presence of God) at any time with boldness.

· The Tabernacle 

The tabernacle, with the cloud of glory over it, taught the people that God was dwelling in their midst (Exodus 25:8).  

The  Shekinah Glory of GOD! …….THE PRESENCE OF THE LIVING GOD!! WOW!!
In closing  ……. DON'T FORGET
Redemption was not an afterthought with God. Ephesians 1:4.                                                                          

The Law was broken in the people's hearts before it was broken by Moses' hand.

 Over against Sinai is Calvary!

 God's mirror reveals but never cleanses.
  The blood of the Lamb makes us safe; our trust in God's Word makes us sure.

God's plan will never be frustrated.                                                                                                                              
· GOD IS SOVEREIGN!   AMEN!    GOD IS SOVEREIGN!!

