
- 3 -
Survey of the Torah
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From Paradise to the Promised Land- Genesis
· introductory and explanatory of all that follows

· causes an anticipation of what lies ahead – culminating in Revelation (realisation) (Gen 1-2, Rev 21-22)

1. Name:

· B’re-shiyth: In the beginning

· LXX: Genesis, origin source, generation

· Repeated “Seed” (Gen 3:15… plus 49 other verses)

· Generations 2:4, 5:1, 6:9, 10:1, 10:32, 11:10, 11:27, 25:19 (12), (36:1 Esau), 37:2

2. Literary Structure and Date of Events

See PowerPoint
· 2 Divisions, # of years
· Generations of… on slide

· Next:

· Give an idea of time in CH 1 – 11: same as Gen 12 to Matthew 1

· Next:

· 4 subdivisions

· Contrast of chapters to GENERATIONS and CHAPTERS. 

· Next:

· Ps Exodus to Deut: 2 Generations = 40 years!

· Compare to Gospels: 33 years. 30 years = 89 chapters. 4ch vs 85ch. You can tell what the important years are. Same as Genesis

3. Major Themes (Leave out one very important one…)
1. A Powerful God: 1-2, 6-8
2. A Sovereign God: 37-50
3. The sin of mankind: 3, 4, 6, 11, 19
4. The Judgement of God: 3, 4, 6, 11, 19
5. The Grace of God: His choice of the lowly (PS Deut 7: I did not choose you because you were numerous… but because you were least.) Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses – none were the eldest.
6. …?
4. The greatest theme: The Abrahamic Covenant

A. Development

a. The Need (1 – 11)
· God’s desire to bless (1:28)

· Becomes a curse due to sin (3:14)

· The whole Genesis narrative is driven by the development of the covenant. The covenant is the plan of God to restore his intention 

· Need for the covt. traced over 11 ch’s. 

· Gen 1-11: a widening circle of sin and evil (4,6,10:19,11)

· God is still determined to bless, to defeat that which opposes His purposes

· Last word of primeval history has to do with Abraham: the turning point

· 2000 years. Very selective -> culminating in ch12. Notice major points:

· bless 1:28

· table of nations 10:32

· canaan 10:1-32

· renown 6:4, 11:4

b. The Foundation (12:1-3)
· Covenant founded on a command and a promise

· “Go” – leave your sin, and follow me

· Promise of blessing, great nation, great name, land I will show you!

· The Great Reestablishment of God’s creative purpose – His intent to bless: In you, all nations will be blessed
c. The Making (15:1-21)
· how may I know?

· Passed between pieces, the Lord swore by Himself

d. The Sign (17:1-14)
· name change: father of many nations

· circumcision

e. The Purpose (18:17-19)
· Soddom about to be destroyed. “Shall I hide from him what I am about to do?” – Father of nations

· But we see the purpose of the covt here.

· I have known him (chosen him)

· SO THAT

· He will command his children, household

· Righteousness and justice, the way of the Lord

· SO THAT

· The Lord may bring what He promised
· “God entered with Abraham into covenant so that (1)Abraham and his seed may do righteousness and justice; so that (2) God may bring on him and his seed what He had promised; so that (3) ultimately God’s blessing would be manifested to all nations.”

· THEREFORE. For the nations to be blessed, God-directed life is required – it brings God’s blessings – makes them a channel through which God will bless others.

f. The Blessing 22:15-18
· Abraham offering Isaac. 

· Faith -> Obedience -> Blessing from God. [theme: obedience and blessing, disobedience and curse]

· Seed: Luke 1:68-75 – Raised a horn of salvation, promised to Abraham

g. The Reaffirmation

· Abraham’s descendants – through Isaac your offspring reckoned (21:12), and Jacob (Israel)

· Reaffirmed to these all:
· 26:2-5
· 35:9-12

· 50:24
B. The Fulfilment

Jesus Christ – the means by which the covenant is fulfilled. 
· Israel failed. But God remained faithful to His promise. The true Israel, Jesus Christ fulfilled all righteousness and is the Seed of Abraham through which all nations blessed.

· John 8

· Gal 3:16, 27-29
Praise to God for His intention to bless! He is Good, and He is Able.
