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Matthew 13:1-23 Parable of Sower
STEP 1: OBSERVATION

What do I see?
What other gospels have this parable?

- Mark ….
- Luke ….
Context:

(chronological context)

· Mark:

· Luke:

(immediate context… what’s just taken place?)

- 

· Any connecting phrases between this passage and the context?

· What does Matt 13:3 tell us about the next few portions in Matthew?

Observations: what does this parable tell us?
[always check if Jesus interprets the parable Himself – save effort!!]

· Compare the parable story in diff accounts. Collate.

	SOWER
	SEED
	PLACES

(sown in heart M13:19,M4:15)
	WHAT HAPPENED?


	EXPLAINED

	M13,M4: went out to sow
	L8: the word of God
	Wayside
	
	

	M4: sows the word
	
	Rocks/Stony
	
	

	
	
	Thorns
	
	

	
	
	Good Soil
	
	


· Make observations:

· What is the point of this parable?

· Notice what Jesus says after he has told the Parable: v9
· Is this in each account?

· What has this got in common with the explanation of the parable? Would you say that the parable is RELATED to Jesus’ immediate context in preaching to the crowds (he “went”/came to sow… consider the context of his preaching to all cities, and the response of the people

· There is a great temptation to skip out portions that don’t seem to fit, such as Mt13:10-17. However, DON’T treat it as OUT of PLACE/ unrelated! Especially seeing as there are connective phrases between the sowing parable and these prophecies (v9-10) and (v18, “therefore”)
· What connections can you make between the sower parable and this section in between (10-17)?
· Make observations about this middle section 

· Jesus gives the reason for parables: Fulfilment of Isaiah 6

· What is this about?

· Jesus explains the parable to …?

Back to the parable, then:
· What is common among every type of ground/person?
· What is common about the first 3 kinds?

· What is different then about the last soil? How is it described?

· The greatest difference is that the last type of person …

(Remember – this is a parable: it is meant to convey one main point. Don’t go digging for hidden mysteries and go beyond the boundaries of reason…! You already know the general meaning – because Jesus explained it. Use THAT as your guide)
STEP 2: INTERPRETATION

What does this mean?

What was Jesus, and what were the authors, trying to convey to the hearers and readers? Remember that CONTEXT is the greatest helper in this. Even though Jesus explains the parable, the context helps clarify a LOT.

1. Chronological Context:

a. M12:46 – the question of Jesus’ mother and brother and sisters. 

b. Jesus points to …    
c. Then he explains in v50    
d. 13:1 “On the same day” indicates that …
2. Literary context:
a. Lots of people …
b. Then he begins speaking in … .!
3. How do you know if someone is hearing and understanding? 
a. M13:15b: 
b. The crop produced corresponds to …  .
i. (NOTE: It doesn’t say anything about getting more souls converted, though that MAY be part of it. Don’t translate “fruit” into “more believers” – when the text hasn’t said that. That is contrary to scripture, which explains that that is the work of the Spirit)
4. The first 3 soils either did NOTHING, or started doing something, and then aborted.
a. 3 Different scenarios, explained by Christ, when someone hears the word:
5. Why did they all abort? …. !!
Cf Romans 11:25
STEP 3: APPLICATION
How does this work in me?

· What are fundamental, universal truths in this passage?

· Hardness of people’s hearts

· “Wide is the road to destruction, narrow to life, few who find it”
· Can you relate this truth in a simple sentence or two?

· What issues in your own culture / situation does this address?

· What change does it require? What difference does it make?

· You decide!

