How to Read the Bible and Enjoy it (Part 7)

APPLICATION

So what!

“I read a verse”
“I read a chapter”
“I read 2 chapters”
“I apply it!”
Introduction:

James 1:21  Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
Jas 1:22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

Jas 1:23  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 

Jas 1:24  For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 

Jas 1:25  But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

Remember the method:
Don’t start and end in the wrong place! i.e. with Interpretation!
1. Start: what does it say?
2. Then: what does it mean?
3. Then!: how does it work? (abortion without this)

Tit 1:1  Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with (NIV:leads to) godliness,

Tit 2:9-10

(9)  Slaves are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative,

(10)  not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.
We must go into the Word, then let the Word get into us!
Four substitutes for application ! Be careful!
· Substitute Interpretation for application (knowledge, not experience)

· Luke 6:46 – Lord! But do not obey!
· Jas 4:17 – So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. omission = knowing!

· Substitute Superficial obedience for life change
· (apply only to areas we already obey. Not new areas)

· E.g. Eph 4:25 – lay aside false hood. Family? Yes! Competitors, no!

· Substitute Rationalisation for repentance
· E.g. in the world – got to play their style. Otherwise I’ll be wiped out. Fudging, lying. Terrible thing: he feels comfortable about it!

· Tax rip-off boasted! Govt blamed. Given to missions: All rationalisation for disobedience!
· Substitute Emotion experience for volitional decision
· Emotion with conviction! But no lasting change. Hardens us! E.g. after sermon thanks

· Not substantive, fundamental, life-changing decisions.
Application starts personally – looking inward first, and then flows from that.
Steps to applying Scripture

Step 1: know

Each passage: only 1 meaning! Doesn’t mean 1 thing today, and another tomorrow (Observe and Interpret well)
Step 2: relate
New life brings new relationship! You are now in Christ – a new creature, the old is passed, new has come. (2 cor 5:17)
Jesus is to tune and recreate every area of your life. Job, sex, social…:
And there are still areas that need to be handed over.
SO: Look for areas in your life in which you can relate the word you have studied, keeping these new relationships in mind:

· Relationship to God: Father, intimate personal relationship, Lord

· Self (self-image, loved, empowered, value, significance. New meaning. New purpose), 
· others (love your neighbour, placed by God, to be loved like Christ loved)  
· enemy (used to be a pawn, no longer. Spiritual battles)

(How does what I am reading influence these relationships in my life!)
God’s word: 
· Exposes sin (2 Tim 3:16)

· Gives God’s promises to you

· Gives God’s Commands to you
· Gives Examples and life lessons

Spirit + word: produces change.

Step 3: meditate
· Josh 1:8
· Time! Don’t get information overload. Stew!
Step 4: practice
It’s all a Question of relevance

Problem of reading from an old culture…: we say, “make the Bible relevant!” No! It IS relevant already!

· But very hard to pull out relevance if you don’t have enough time to meditate/ let the Spirit work in you! 
· And if you’re not ready to obey then it will be skewed.
The Real Key is to:
Identify the timeless principles. (Universal truth.)

= fundamental truths that God wants us to apply, in whichever context
Bible is primarily about: God and our relationship to Him

MUST Identify the times (culture, context again!) – Where is there a connect with today?
Examples:

· Prov 20:2 – govt! no kings. democratic

· 1 Cor 8: meat? conscience, patience, love

· Daniel? True to life… a godly man in ungodly surroundings. Deception, fraud, against you? Hard to stand for Christ? Threat of punishment?

Finding Principles! 
But careful, may generalise too much, or go extreme! How can we stay true to scripture and practical?
1. Principles should correlate with rest of Scripture

a. Prov 20:2 – supported by Rom 13!

b. Meat? Rom 14!

c. Daniel? Joseph, Nehemiah, all in pagan context

d. (not wear shoes! Gen 3:22 ! (Mk 6:8-9)/ marry her (“unbelieving husband”)! Unbeliever!
2. Principles should speak to problems of real life today
a. we must be biblical and contemporary! Not one or the other! That would be easy!

b. Be informed about culture!

3. Principles should indicate a course of action

a. Must help with “So what”

Principles are what we embed into our resources for on the fly action!
** Every text answers, one or more of:

· Character of God

· Necessity of Faith and Obedience

· The Problem of sin and disobedience
And these produce principles that must be embedded in our lives. (..>Values)
…Study to build up reservoir of principles for living, implementing.
How to get Application from a text:

1. What can you discover about the original context in which this passage was written and applied

2. Given that context, what does this text mean?

3. What fundamental, universal truths are presented in this passage?

4. Can you relate that truth in a simple sentence or two, a statement that anyone can understand?

5. What issues in your own culture and situation does this address?

6. What are the implications of this principle when applied to your life and the world around you? What change does it require? What value does it reinforce? What difference does it make?

Pro 24:30-34

(30)  I passed by the field of a sluggard, by the vineyard of a man lacking sense,

(31)  and behold, it was all overgrown with thorns; the ground was covered with nettles, and its stone wall was broken down.

(32)  Then I saw and considered it; I looked and received instruction.

(33)  A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest,

(34)  and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man.

Heb 10:19-25

(19)  Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,

(20)  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,

(21)  and since we have a great priest over the house of God,

(22)  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

(23)  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

(24)  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,

(25)  not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

