1. A Puzzle about observation
Join these dots with 4 joined straight lines

.  .  .

.  .  .

.  .  .

(You need to see wider than what is initially apparent to the eye)

2. Review

Reading the Bible correctly requires: Observation, Interpretation, Application, i.e. answering these questions

1. what do I see, 
2. what does it mean, 
3. how does it work?
3. Observation

3.1 Observation and it’s importance
150pgs of 300! Most of the labour is in observations. This makes or breaks the rest of it.
Q: What are we observing? Not chemical reactions, but words.

· Are the individual words really important? Isn’t it just the general sense?

· Christ Himself quoted, “Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”
· Importance of Words

· John 8: “Before Abraham was, I Am” (not was): Grammar purposefully different!
· Matt 22:41ff: Jesus uses one word, “Lord” to silence the Pharisees. This may seem obvious – but it’s very important. We believe the Bible is inspired verbally.
Q: Are even the letters important?

· Matt 5:18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
· Matt 24:35 – Heaven and Earth will pass away but my words will not pass away

3.2 Problem #1: People don’t read properly in general

· We struggle because: the visual age, motion picture.

· But God has most clearly communicated Himself to use in propositions (sentences, words, structure. Not fuzzy feelings and tunes). 

· p.s. a picture may be worth 1000 words, but who knows whether those words are correct? Truth is propositional, absolute, communicable, definite…

· We cannot communicate sufficiently to each other with pictures!

(e.g.)
Hence:
=why observation is so important. 
We need to Look for all the clues to ensure that we have accurately received what has been said. 
Illus: a static telephone line – terrible! But God has blessed us by communicating to us in a clear line, 100% accurate. (Inspiration of original texts!)

Far too much, “I feel that God is telling me this…” and not enough, “I read God telling me this!”
Know how to READ – Read Properly. 

4. Some tips on improving your reading
READ…
1. Thoughtfully: Believe it is a gold-mine. (Prov 2:4) study, investigate, sift with intense interest, expecting to find treasure.
Pro 2:1-5

(1)  My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you,

(2)  making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding;

(3)  yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding,

(4)  if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures,

(5)  then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.

2. Repeatedly: The Bible is not like a manual for other things. It stands the test of time and never gets old. You can never say ‘I know this passage’ – you will always see something more, and be refreshed in what you saw before.
Try:

a. Reading at length
b. Different translations

c. Listening to recordings

d. Reading out loud

e. Scheduling a reading plan
3. Patiently. Be patient with text, and patient with yourself. Don’t give up and go to secondary sources. Learn to zoom in and zoom out (scan over the larger parts and then zoom in to the interesting bits, to give yourself an overview).
4. Selectively
Bait the text with questions to catch the gems. Ask the text these questions. These are excellent observation tools:
a. Who, are the people in the text?

i. What is said about them? And their title? (e.g. Rahab the Harlot, Andrew, Peter’s Brother).
Find out about them from other passages.

ii. What do they say, and does it betray their character?(e.g. Peter on mount)

b. What, is happening, what is the argument/ point…

i. Sometimes it is obvious, but the more Q’s you ask, the better the picture is formed in your mind 

c. Where, are the events, the hearers, the writer from?

i. An atlas is of great value to get you into the story. (E.g. Jonah. The original hearers would understand these names, like Jhb and CT, but we are lost without a map of Bible times)
d. When, did the events take place? Were they concurrent with other events? When was it written?
i. e.g. Mark 1:35 – Jesus gets up early. What happened the day before? It had been a busy day but He still got up.
e. How? 

f. Why? E.g. why is this text written? Why is it placed here? Why is it following, preceding other section, …why does he not say anything… Use this question ALL the time. It digs for meaning.
5. Prayerfully

a. Not separate discipline. Reading and Praying are tightly integrated. This is the key to effective study.
6. Imaginatively – crawl into their skin, sees through their eyes, feel with their fingers, understand with their hearts, know with their minds
a. Use different English translations

b. Even a different language

c. Ask someone else to read – you’ll see diff emphases

7. Meditatively

a. Josh 1:8: meditating leads to action

b. You need to have reflective unpressured reading.

8. Purposefully – believing that every word contributes to meaning. There is no useless word. Read to discover purpose of the text (why is it here?)

a. Pay attention to grammar and literary structure

9. Telescopically: the greater message is bigger than the sum of its parts. Note the Context: Within the book, the bible, and history.
5. Observations from 1 Peter 1:3

Stick with observations. Don’t make interpretation/ application at this stage.
All we are asking is, What do I see?
1Pe 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

1Pe 1:4  to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 

1Pe 1:5  who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Observations

1. Start with : Context

a. Author? Peter, apostle. Probably crucified upside down.

b. Imagination: What are the questions going through their mind in their circumstances?

c. Commentary: probably shortly after 64AD, when Rome was burned.

d. There would have been much hostility to them.

2. Consider carefully: Intended audience:

a. Pilgrims

b. Modern day Turkey

c. Dispersion

i. Persecution

d. Elect

e. Their Lord is Jesus

i. they are believers

f. They are born again

g. They have a secure inheritance

h. They are kept by God’s power

Then start making observations. Doesn’t need to be in order. You will find that you miss a lot initially. As you repeat your readings, you will discover more and more

3. “Blessed be God.” An unnatural response to the day – this better be a very good reason to praise God in a time like this! They are being persecuted
4. God

a. God is the Father of Jesus

5. Always make basic Grammar observations:

Subject : The person or thing that DOES the action,

 Verb : The action, 

 Object : The person or thing that RECEIVES the action

e.g.

“Jesus saved me”

Subject = Jesus

Verb = Saved 

Object = Me

a. There are only 2 sentences. One sentence carries the greater portion of text.
b. The subject (who does the action): “He”

c. The verb: “has caused us to be born again”

d. The object (who receives the action): “Us”

i. Believers, those whose Lord is Jesus

e. What is Peter’s main point?

i. Blessed be God! We are discovering why God must be blessed/ praised.

ii. Imagination: Would they be feeling the same way?

1. Peter is telling them why they need to be.

6. Great Mercy: 
a. Q: Who is the mercy on?

b. Object = “Us”! 

c. Speaking from experience. Personal knowledge.

d. The reason for his “birthing them” is His mercy.

i. They deserved something else.

ii. His mercy is great
iii. Implies that the judgement they should’ve received was great.
iv. How great is it?

1. born again to a living hope.
a. They didn’t deserve to be born again

2. to an inheritance …

a. they didn’t deserve the inheritance

7. What is this about being born again? Where else do we discover what this means?

a. John 1:13 – new creation work

b. 1 John 3:9 – God’s seed remains in him, cannot go on sinning! New nature.

c. The pilgrims are passive in this event. Receiving the action. They did not birth themselves.

8. Why does Peter refer to Him as “God and Father of…”?

a. He is the Father of Christ.

b. He is now Our Father now too! (born of Him)

c. C.f. we are co-heirs with Christ. (Rom 8:17 – heirs of God, fellow heirs with Christ)
i. Heirs of Eternal Life, resurrection

ii. Context: persecution! Dispersion! No home, no hope…

9. Agent of our birth: resurrection of Jesus from the dead
a. Jesus’ resurrection is essential for our spiritual life

b. No resurrection = no life!

c. P.s. 1 Pet 1:23, agent of us being born again: happens through the word of God!

d. No word = no life!

e. (both the work and the word needed, the resurrection and the revelation. C.f. Rom 10:14f, 1 Pet 1:25 “preached to you”)

10. What have they been born again to?

a. A living hope
i. Not a dead hope. A hope that does not die. 

ii. Presently an alive hope, right now.

iii. (Now… during the dispersion)

iv. This hope is not uncertain. 

b. An inheritance

i. What kind of Inheritance?

1. Imperishable

a. Def:

2. Undefiled

a. Def:

3. Unfading

a. Def:

4. Kept in Heaven

a. Q: What does this mean?

i. Present Passive Participle: PASSIVE. CONTINUOS. Receiving the action.

b. Q: Who’s keeping it?
i. It is through faith

ii. Implies God is doing the keeping. (c.f. “imperishable seed” v23)

ii. =A secure inheritance

11. Salvation – What kind of salvation is He referring to here?
a. Ready to be revealed
i. Therefore it is imminent, ready! 
b. Not revealed yet – they are waiting for it
c. Will be revealed in the last time – a definite conclusion.
d. Q: When is the last time?

i. (13) points forward to the future revelation of Jesus Christ

ii. It is when Jesus returns. 

1. The return of Jesus is the consummation of their hope.

e. There is also a received salvation too. (“redeemed” v18-19)

i. A past event. “Born again”

ii. Their salvation is begun and ended by God the Father of Jesus Christ

Next week: Will look at Luke 5:1-11
