How to read the Bible, Part 2
{*}

Consider why you are here at the course (your reason, and God’s purpose)

Later: how this must impact our life.

What do you want out of this process?

What needs in your life need to be addressed?

Relationships to be healed? Attitudes to be changed? Habits to be broken? New habits to be established?

{*}

All agree by now that getting INTO the Bible is necessary AND, valuable

But HOW do you GET IN…

…Must have some method – from page to mind to heart to action. Whether unconscious or very firm, you do already have an approach… might be a good one, maybe not.
{*} e.g. 

“1Co 14:5  Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy”

How are you going to handle that verse (portion?)

· must be some context to it… etc

{*} Just like swimming, learning a method is necessary
· otherwise, drown!
· Get frustrated. New Christians given a bible. Get lost

· Can miss the boat: get stuck into interpretation and who knows whether your interpretation is right

{*}There is Cost and Benefit. Takes hard work.
{*}Benefits

· Simple. And Proven
· Regardless of duration in the faith. The young-in-the-faith can use it immediately, and the old will still rely on it.
· (As long as you can read, you can use it)
· Continues to be useful from beginning to end

· Like a set of tools that never lose use as craftsman gains in expertise (Mel: in the garage)

· Self-confidence in handling the bible

· Confidence to Think for yourself. 
· Not about popular opinion. (e.g. “Who says homosexuality is wrong? That was a cultural standard in those days.” JW’s: “Jesus is the Son, doesn’t mean He is the Father”). 

· Nor about theological persuasion, but bible interpretation. (e.g. Tongues!)
· [Ability to evaluate the thoughts of others. Commentaries differ between great theologians (“Tongues… still a gift today?”). if I read one commentary, I think I’ve found the answer, until I read another one…. Scripture throws much light on commentaries!]
· Joy of discovery
· Illus: Fiona and Abraham study

· Deeper relationship with its Author

· Howard Hendricks, “Hard to fall in love by proxy”…

· No eye has seen … 1 Cor 2:9. Bible is His appointed means for bringing them to you.

{*}Costs
Know up front.
· Effort and time.
· No reward for the lazy. Needs investment. Will always be something else to do.

· More investment = More reward. 
· (but not like stock market – risk! No risk!)

· Will take time. But if you are making exciting discoveries and your faith is being strengthened,… life different… you will find time for it. 
· Illus: Jacqui, needing the group for her own faith

· Openness to God

· Purpose of study is: ultimately to know Him more…

· Is that what you are after? He promises to give if you are seeking. But you must be waiting on and knocking

· Prov 8:34-35!

Pro 8:34  Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors. 

Pro 8:35  For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from the LORD,

· Openness to Change

· Knowing Him more determines that we will change more

· Not to make God in our image, but us in His image. Costly. Heart resists change. 

· Rom 8:29 – you cannot come to study with the resistance to conform to Christ’s call.

{*} Is it really a cost?
Have realistic Expectations:

· you won’t master this in a night. 

· But remember: it’s direction that counts, not speed

{*} Good bible to have?

· space to mark. Large print. margins

· commentary is fine, but temptation is to let that drive your study. Even subheadings can misdirect you
· cross references

· quality paper/ binding

· concordance

· maps

· translation?

· Study requires a translation more literal. NLT? Great for reading, but not good for study. (mat 7:21-23, 1-2)-paraphrase and not quite dynamic equivalent
“I relished the chance to work on the NLT (New Living Translation) team to convert the LBP into a truly dynamic-equivalent translation, but I never recommend it to anyone except to supplement the reading of a more literal translation to generate freshness and new insights, unless they are kids or very poor adult readers. My sixteen- and twelve-year old daughters have been weaned on the NLT and have loved it, but both already on their own are now frequently turning to the NIV.” – Craig Blomberg, reviewer of Matthew, NLT

· “The slipper”

[Break: Songs]

Brief overview of method. Next week start first step.

Anyone care to suggest what a good method is?
1. Observation: What do I see? Detective. Every clue.
· words, relationships between words, meaning of words, repetition of. All clues

· genre: Poetry – imagery!, Epistle – tight arguments, Gospel – narrative and teaching. 

· Cannot dissect a love letter like you do a legal document

· “You said you’d do anything for me! … so why must I help in the kitchen?”

· “Train up a child in the way he should go and he will not depart from it” – Proverb, wisdom. Not guarantee.

· [context: Rejoice in the Lord always – written from Roman housearrest. Written in real places, real situations. Get in the shoes. Imagination plays a role

2. Interpretation: What does it mean? [don’t begin here (before you’ve properly observed), don’t end here either]
· putting the pieces together to understand what questions the passage is answering, and what the answers are!
· “Tongues: Where tongues and prophecy fit into corporate worship in a church. Q: which is better? Answer: whichever is edifying for the people. About love (1 Cor 13) – functioning as a body, to build one another up.

3. Application: How does it work? What must change? (2 Tim 3:17)
· How does this apply to me? It has to be rooted in me, and take authority over me before I can share this with others, otherwise I am not a credible person to share it.

Simple. Proven. Immediately you’re able to apply this in principle.

Exercise for home: Observation only. 1 Peter 1:3-5

