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Position on the “charismatic gifts”
Reason for this paper: 

· Prevalence of practice of such ‘gifts’, and lack of it in our church

· Importance of biblical understanding

· Response to practice of such gifts within the personal lives of members

· Guidance on dealing with other inter-church gatherings that practice these

Translation favoured: NKJ : more literal than ESV. So when finely discerning between meaning, this is very helpful

1. Spiritual Gifts according to the Bible

1.1. Introduction

· Opportunity to vent.

· Isn’t it amazing that the passage over which we argue so much is there so that there would be no division, but Love.

· FCF feelings?: feeling threatened; feeling excluded; feeling worried (and obviously, letting man determine your position (for or against), not letting diligent study of the Word determine it); feeling frustrated

· Survey: do you believe in the presence and operation of spiritual gifts today? Or maybe only a subset of them? Do you think they should all be present and active? The discrepancy and unsureness indicates 2 things: space for personal conviction (certain grey areas theologically), and perhaps also a lack of study!
· I decided to approach this introductory lesson by highlighting a mandate/imperative, which appears 3 times within the central biblical passage on which the Christian Church debates these issues: Proposition – imperative: eagerly desire [12:31, 14:1, 39] be zealous for, set the heart upon, be intent upon] the greater gifts.
1. 3 times, imperative. If even some spiritual gifts are in operation today, we can at least come away with these principles:
2. spiritual gifts are to be sought
3. spiritual gifts are to be sought zealously [therefore if you believe this is still a privilege for modern Christianity, are you?]
4. some spiritual gifts are to be more zealously sought for
5. therefore, it is important to understand what spiritual gifts are; to be sure of what God’s word teaches about them.
1.2. FCF

· FCF – Illustration: likened to superpowers of the heroes. Each their own (shared) abilities.
· Spiritual gifts can present that way, for example, Paul’s shadow healing people he passed. But it is a grave and unfortunate error to think of spiritual gifts this way; it leads us to think that

1. they give us power (they don’t)
2. they distinguish us/ give us an identity (they don’t)
· Hence the emphasis on these ‘supernatural’ gifts in 1 Cor 12 to 14: Paul writing in response to their questions. Addressing the “spirituals” – either the “spiritual gifts”, or the ‘spiritual people’ – it had become an issue of division, and whoever had written the letter, had probably asked Paul to back their view. But as with the other questions, such as about marriage and women’s long hair, Paul won’t be dragged to take sides. (But we won’t go into that)

1.3. Preparing to study
The kind of Questions we would like to answer today, for which we will look throughout scripture, include: 
· Where the spiritual gifts come from and what they are for
· The list of gifts (a comprehensive list?)
· How do we know when an ability is natural and when is it Supernatural? (i.e. is this ‘my gift’)
· And, one you might not have considered: Are these Spiritual gifts permanent annointings, or just temporary for a specific purpose?

Prerequisites
But we will only answer these questions if you want to learn. Not like a kid, who just wants answers. You need to want to grow. Otherwise you’ll come to me with the same questions in 6 months time.
You will have many questions. Please write them down, it is very important that we answer them eventually!

1.4. Relating to other believers who feel differently

· [ Diagram of Values ]

· not a core value

1. what are some core values?

· Faith/Belief

· Love/Character (if we don’t think of this, we are already flawed by Satan)

· this is “a strong conviction” – therefore determines our corporate worship

· not a reason for separation; but clear biblical injunctions have to be obeyed.
1.5. The word, “gifts”

· charisma(ton) [pneumatikon]: something received by favour, gift of divine grace. A free gift, freely and graciously given.
· Parallel words to gifts: 1 Cor 12:4,5,6 – services/administrations and workings/operations 
· – i.e. inward-bound gift but outward-bound effect. In fact, in parallel, we can say “gifts are determined by their effect, not the possession of them”. Even in the sense of saving grace, which is determined by its effect!
· Where “gift” is found in the Bible – Raw Data. See next section for groupings
· Romans
· Rom 1:11 – I long to see you that I may impart some spiritual gift, so that you may be established

· v12: that is, he explains, that we may encourage one another’s faith!

· he’s not saying that he has to travel there to convey to them a supernatural gift from God.

· Rom 5:15,16 – But the gift [charisma] is not like the trespass… how much more the gift [dorea] by grace [charis]…the gift [charisma] following many trespasses brought justification
· Rom 6:23 the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life

· Rom 11:29 the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable [the mercy of God on Israel, by election]

· Rom 12:6 Having then charismata according to the grace (charin) given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith… (etc service, teaching, exhorting, contributing, leading, acts of mercy …)

· relationship of charis to charismata

· “grace given” = charis didomi
· “having gifts that differ according to the grace given” = echontas charismata kata charis didomi

· i.e. the grace (charis) given to you determines the gifts (charismata) you are exercising

· Grace becomes a very wide term, in which we can even talk about different ‘grace’ given to different believers. Simply, the focus is on the gift-aspect – freely given from God, and can apply to salvation, functions, and anything else from Him to those in the One Body.

· according to
· “let us use them” = let us use gifts we have

· “let us use them…in proportion to [kata] our faith”, cf “according to [kata] the grace”

· cf Eph 4:7 – to each one of us charis was edothe kata to metron ths doreas tou Christou

· it doesn’t mean some have received more or less grace. Full measure is given. But the particular grace will look different from the other.

· 1 Corinthians

· 1:7 so that you lack no gift as you wait for the Lord Jesus (cf v5-6 too: enriched in all utterance and knowledge)

· 7:7 I wish that all men were as myself (eunuch/single). But each has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that

· 12:4 diversities of gifts

· 12:9 to another faith by the same spirit, to another gifts of healings (not “the gifts”) by the one spirit. [to one person…] (cf v28)
· different gifts of healing, i.e. blindness-healing, demonization-healing – i.e. specialisations

· various instances of healings, i.e. each healing is another gift

· 12:28 God has appointed first apostles, second prophets…then gifts of healings, helping

· note how offices are paralleled to healing, ie. not only what you do but what you are/ the role that you play.

· 12:30 not all possess gifts of healings
· 12:31 earnestly desire the greater gifts
· 2 Cor

· 1:11 for the gift granted to us through the prayer of many (deliverance, help)

· 1 Tim 

· 4:14 do not neglect the gift within you, which was given by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the eldership

· 2 Tim

· 1:6 I remind you to stir up the gift which is within you through the laying on of my hands.

· 1 Pet

· 4:10 As each has received a gift (charisma), use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace (chariots)

· Groupings: Different word usage:
· divine pardon of sin

· enablement of power for serving the church
· gift in general
· Related to salvation – grace of redemption

· Rom 5:15, 6:23, 11:29

· Related to impartation for ministry

· Rom 1:11, 12:6, 12:4-,9-,28-,30,31

· 1 Tim 4:14, 2 Tim 1:6

· 1 Pet 4:10

· Related to God’s blessings in general

· 1 Cor 1:7?, 7:7?

· 2 Cor 1:11 (answers to prayer)

· these groupings are man-made! Let’s remember that it’s the same Gk word and we should therefore find a lot of commonality to these ideas!

· Summary: Therefore what we learn so far:

· freely given from God, 
· can apply to salvation, functions, and anything else from Him to those in the One Body

· Note: Gifts and Graces…a distinction given by Andrew Murray

· note: both are “Gifts”

· maybe we should say, 

· Spiritual Services and Spiritual fruit

· Diverse Participation and Common Product

· When used to refer to the typical ‘gifts of the spirit’, the word itself isn’t uniform in pinning down a common kind of gift. 
· Gifts (in this sense of sp. gifts) is not only what you do, but what you are (Eph 4:11, 1 Cor 12:28)

· Even particular gifts, such as that of healing, may actually refer to a variety of potential gifts “gifts of healings”: - This may refer to the fact that each healing is a gift, (different instances) or that there are different specialisations of healings!?

· Also, one person can exercise more than one gift (he who speaks in a tongue can pray that he will interpret; Paul was an apostle, and spoke in tongues, and healed)

· The overall point is to convey the fact that it is free, beneficial, and possessed.
· They always have an outward-bound effect – The Bible is more concerned with it’s outworking than who possesses it (are we?) 

· Rom 12:6 “according to the measure given” doesn’t mean some have received more grace or less grace. Full measure is given (Eph 4). But when identified in diverse effects [‘diversities’], we can call it different “grace” – that is what Rom 12 means by ‘according to the measure given’ – exercise your gift at your 100%, as Christ did for you!
· These distributed gifts are to be eagerly desired, especially the greater
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