Faith Stamina
Matthew 26:30-75
Intro
Jesus is "well acquainted with grief"
Isa 53: 3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. (Isa 53:2-5 ESV)
Matt 26:30-75. This account about: Stamina of Faith. Stamina of Spirit, Mind (Soul) and Body. Confronts us all as we recollect our own vows of faith, and successive failure. 
This is why the story of Judas concerns us. But Peter is not like Judas. We'll see why next time. Rather - Peter's story doesn't end in v75. 1 Peter 5:10, from his own experience, "10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you." 30 years later, his faith is still alive, and he will persevere to the end, even be crucified upside down for Jesus, according to tradition.
When Jesus saves, He saves thoroughly.
· Rom 5:8 While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. - There is no cause in you for His grace and salvation; therefore no cause in you to undo his vow!
· Such that in ch15, Paul calls Him, "the God of endurance and encouragement" who gives us hope. And that hope comes to us through His scripture today.
These truths will give you great Confidence in Him - increased Trust in Jesus; And they will give you great Humbling before Him - increased Faith in Him alone.
Structure
In just one night, Detailed, therefore NB, significant. 
· 1. Prelude to Arrest (30-46, supper room to Garden)
· 2. Arrest (47-68, Garden to Caiaphas' mansion)
· 3. Grief (69-75, Courtyard and outside)
· ++ amidst it all - Peter!
Peter - case study of frailty
A case study of Frailty. see v35 then v75. within maybe 4-5 hours!
It may surprise you to hear that long-term Christians find it easy to identify with Peter. []
'Different faces' of Peter:
· Confident Believer (35) as he earnestly offers Christ his own life. "Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you" - the same had spoken John 6:68-69 - grounded theology and accompanying emotion, vulnerable surrender. Maybe feeling like the only one truly committed ('though they all fall away'), and that the others only took their cue from him. []
· Then (40) Exhausted disciple, as he passes out in a deep and heavy sleep, suddenly woken and dazed: "he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, "So[wakey]... could you not watch with me ... 1 hour?" - and Twice again! I've seen it, I've felt it. When a person is exhausted, their body shuts down.
· Then (50a-51) the Zealous Defender, as he single-handedly takes on a mob wielding swords and clubs - pumping with adrenaline - "They came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him. And behold, one of those who were with Jesus (Peter - John 18:10) stretched out his hand, drew his sword and struck the servant of the High Priest and cut off his ear"
· Then, amid the confusion and fear, the Deserter (56a) as he joins "all the disciples " who "left him and fled".
· In (58) he is the Safe Spectator, but I'm sure nonetheless horrified in (67) seeing him "spit in his face and struck... slapped" [characteristic of the Church?]
· And when push comes to shove, and no evidence of a sword in his hand, he becomes the Ashamed one, (74) who before 2 young women and anonymous bystanders would, "invoke a curse on himself and swear, 'I do not know the Man!'"
· Leaving him (75) a Grieving Failure.

During the reformation and following years, more than a few protestants recanted their faith and returned to Catholicism under threat of execution. But later, when they came to their senses, the protestant churches were divided about whether they could come back into the church, once having denied Christ. ... Peter wouldn't have been allowed. ... Yet God established him as a pillar with James and John in the first church of Jerusalem.
FCF
I think the faces of Peter in Matt 26 resonate with us who have followed Jesus. I think he is the perfect illustration of the composite Christian (not the perfect Christian, the perfect illustration of the composite Christian - composed of Spirit and Flesh) - as Jesus diagnoses in v41, "The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak" - We're flesh, and the Stamina of Faith is always lacking.
(Note - antidote: prayerlessness erodes what strength there is) But not all of Peter's weakness was a fall into temptation, and even people of prayer will identify with his experience. Confident, tired, zealous, deserter, spectator, faithless, grieving.
How's that for a Promo of Christianity!!
Proposition
But as we saw with the account of Judas in 14-25 - the point is not to look at Judas, or Peter, but Jesus. (!Prayer IS looking to Jesus). But let's look again, this time, for Christ. Every passage is meant to lead us to none other than Jesus.
Pray
Follow with me as we now consider Jesus - in every place where Peter was
Jesus before Peter as the Leading Shepherd
· Read 31-32
· He brought them to the Garden. And he was going to bring them to Galilee. [Garden - 4 hours of turmoil, Galilee - 40 days of home and hope] If we read properly, this is not incidental - but a divine plan, rolling out according to God's scripture ('it is written', 'the scriptures be fulfilled that it must be so', 'the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled') - and Christ needs to bring them there / before He can bring them to Galilee
· Even in Peter's dark hour, He is the leading Shepherd. 
· Always counselling (watch n pray). Preparing(you will desert me). Rebuking (can you not watch one hour/ put away your sword). Explaining (how should the scriptures be fulfilled). Protecting (Jhn 18:8 - if you seek me, let these men go. This was to fulfil the word that he had spoken, Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one"
· APP: Where is Christ? With the Christian. He is never taken by surprise. Not once in your many Christian faces has he been absent or unavailable - though you have forgotten, He cannot.
Jesus before Peter as the Suitable Saviour
· Read 38-39
· One of the reasons they needed to be in the Garden was to see Jesus' own weakness. There is no more vivid description of His earthly turmoil given, than in the Garden, specifically recorded by Luke, himself a physician, 22:44, "and being in an agony, he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground" [Hematohidrosis]
· God the Son gave up His glory which He had before He created us, to become like us, so He could suitably save us.
· Jesus - look to Jesus. He is the suitable Saviour because:
· ... He Completed His Mission - 42 "Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done" 
· because... He became human - By His flesh, could satisfactorily pay the penalty of human sin - which is death. The "second Adam" (Rom 5, 1 Cor 15) - It was hands just like yours.
· because... He has compassion, as one who understands (Heb 2:18, 4:15 "For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted", "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin"  
· So, if you're wondering whether such a weak disciple can be saved, wonder not at yourself, but at Jesus. Those drops of sweat and sorrow were there precisely because you are, and will always be, weak. This is not a promo for Christians, but for Christ in whom Christians hope.
· Until you've been in Gethsemane, you cannot get to Galilee. Until you've seen your own frailty and Christ's agony for it, you cannot truly place your faith in Him. The flesh is weak. But Christ is strong. His body has sufficiently paid; It's His righteousness that covers our sinfulness and failure. He is the God of endurance and encouragement.
Jesus before Peter as the Faithful King
· Matthew's theme: the King and His Kingdom - over and over we've seen the anticipation. 
· I almost called this point: Fearful King. That would also be correct. Below the surface of this arrest is a demonic attempt to crush the Saviour (Jhn 13:27, 8:44). On the surface, Christ is being crushed. But when Peter defends with his sword, Jesus says to him in (53) do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father and he will at once send me more than 6000 angels. Who's in control? And how far more important must God's mission be that the angels are stayed, and Christ is killed?
· The trial in Caiaphas' house is telling. The false accusations get nowhere, and Jesus doesn't even respond to them. And that forces Caiaphas, the High Priest to get to the bottom of what really is unpalatable to them: (63) Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. And Jesus answers the same to him as he did to Judas - "You've said it" - i.e. your own mouth has confirmed you UNDERSTAND what I claim, and therefore you are ACCOUNTABLE! []

· And here's our little telltale again - those words "I tell you" - for emphasis and sincere attention: (64) From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of Heaven"
· It is fearful judgement for anyone who opposes Christ - Because He remains the King. But it is also fantastic comfort to those who hope in Him - because He is the Faithful King. On that day, Peter's faith, albeit rocky, will be vindicated. 
Jesus said to the disciples at the supper, in John 16:20 " Truly, truly, I say to you...You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy" - Did that take place because Peter had stamina? No, because Jesus did. Ultimately Peter's hope rests on Jesus' stamina of faith - faithfulness.
Hear it from the horse's mouth, 30 years on not long before he really did die for Christ: the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
Chris Rice: Weak and wounded sinner, Lost and left to die, O, raise your head, for love is passing by, Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus and live!
