Series: The Book of Hebrews
Title: Motivate your Faith
Scripture: Hebrews 11:1-2
Description:  How strange that we need to be motivated to believe! Yet despite our sluggishness, God graciously calls us back to faith. What is Faith, and Why do we need it?

my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him."But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation.
Understand the text
· 38) Hab 2 - prophecy of coming judgement on Babylon's king, Those who believed God and remained faithful would not be swept away - here interpreted to fulfil the coming of Christ in judgement to sweep away his enemies
· 39) We (the Household of God under Christ, ch3) are characterised by faith, preserving our souls, confident to appear in Heaven; Having Faith contrasted to Shrinking Back, stopping in faithfulness - in other words a dramatic implication: faith is the distinguishing factor between perishing and salvation
· 1) Therefore now to motivate readers towards faith.(1)- will spend most time here
· 2) people of old - saints, heroes of scripture. commendation - from God, bearing testimony to what happens through faith.
FCF
· Key thought - that faith requires motivation!! After our time together: realise the difficulty of faith, but the essential need of it, and the eternal reward
Pray
Clarifying the misunderstandings about faith
Even if Faith doesn't see, it is never blind faith
· Not wishing, imagining really hard, without cause or reason - like Santa; "let's just have faith that our economy will recover"! The legitimacy of that faith depends on what evidence there is!
· Heb 11:3 - we understand that the universe was created by the Word - how so? Because God spoke it to Moses! By the Word, by the Working, ... ultimately evidence of 'speaking' through His Son! (1:2) - 
· and if God hasn't said it, you should place no faith in it!
Faith is Never a personal power
· ! don't read 11:1 a personal power to claim and effect what we hope for.
· "word of faith" doctrine: speaking and thinking reality into being - Completely at odds with Scripture; we are not God - we do not speak things into being. The pagan world has its own version of this: "Positive Thinking", 'the Secret'
· Faith is not a power in believers to accomplish great things. That's placing faith in faith.
· Faith doesn't secure worldly prosperity; might even secure martyrdom - see 11:35 onwards!! Faith in God got them destitute and sawn in half.
· "Faith will keep my home in economic collapse"? No - "faith will keep you shining Christ when your home is taken away"
· No, we must have faith in God - He has the power. Faith means that when God speaks, we trust it because He is powerful and trustworthy (11:6).
Faith is never idle.
· FAITH always has ACTION
· ! don't read v1 as personal inner feelings - that if I have those feelings it means I have faith;
· (v1 not a definition of the word faith)! Faith : synonyms are believe, trust. Not only a noun but a verb. Moving forward.
· opposite : shrink back (10:39) (ch6:12 = 'sluggish')
· Faith always has action; it is not a passive thought, but moving forward in trust. James 2:18, "show me your faith apart works" - i.e. impossible.
· Faith is Hard because our natural instinct is to live only by what we see, secure ourselves with what is in our reach...but God is saying, trust and obey - there's a stress with faith, against what you'd normally do.
·  (Heb 12:1-2 epitomised by Jesus through action: 'founder' = led, trail blazed by supreme example 'perfector' to its perfect end - 'it is finished')
· APP, ERROR: Rom 10:9 "I believe in my heart" - 'and confess with your mouth' which meant opposing Caesar as God, to the loss of your own life. 
· Depending on ascent only? Saved through Faith = saved through action! Not meritorious action, but trusting action; Cannot separate faith from works. Otherwise (James says) it is demonic faith. To believe in the Son of God is to live like He's the Son of God!

Exercising Faith is Hard because it is Contrary to our desire to be at ease! Greatest advance with the least possible cost. Whereas the outcome of faith can be at great personal cost - Look to Jesus the Leader and Perfect example of Faith!
Motivation for Faith
Isn't it something that we need motivation! That clearly shows the sinful nature of man! The most blessed channel of living relationship with God! Against laziness, against self-promotion
2 things we need to remember when we 'just want to give up' and succumb to unfaithfulness, faithlessness, fear, doubt, ...
Faith marries us to God's Promises (1)
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for
· "faith is the assurance of things hoped for" doesn't mean to "feel confident about what you hope for". 
· Granted, confidence is exactly what we should be feeling, (19) "we have confidence", (35) "do not throw away your confidence"! But v1 is more than feeling inwardly confident.
Explain
· Firstly: "things hoped for" in context, is a very specific reference to what God has promised for our future - 9:15 the promised eternal inheritance; 10:23 hold on to our confession of hope for he who promised is faithful; 10:36 you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised - This is the return of Christ, Redemption, New Creation 
· Secondly: "faith is the assurance of".
· The same word is used in Heb 1:3 where Jesus is the very substance of the invisible God. Amazing statement, isn't it! "He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature" or He is the 'visible of God's "substance" - God is invisible, yet Jesus is God in the flesh, who could be touched, ... and one day will be touched again.
· Now, how does that help us in 11:1? FAITH is the substance. Faith is the tangible part of what you cannot see or receive now. It's as good as having it in your hands right now - ILLUS: RING ON THE FINGER. The REASON is - If God says it, He does it. 
· To have faith, is to have a guarantee of what God promised. There's motivation right there! That's why the English translators say, Faith is the Assurance of things hoped for...
· Faith guarantees Heaven.

· And this is how he justifies his statement: 
(2) For by it the people of old received their commendation
· then leading into innumerable examples (32 - time would fail to tell of all) - of those who "By Faith" received God's promises. We look back with awe and wonder at what God did in their lives! But all these stories are about God rewarding their Faith. "Received their commendation" means God has said "Yes! Enter into the promise!" Their lives prove that "FAITH IS THE ASSURANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR"
· Is His faithfulness not most witnessed by sending His Only Son?! The promise of the New Covenant, and the Fulfilment by Christ?!

· APP: 
· Fear increasing! Pandemic not slowing; Political/ideological aggression rising; Economies bleeding; Nations raging - frail; Psalm 90
9 For all our days pass away under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 10 The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span1 is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 11 Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of you?
· Don't think little of faith! I know we get tired - it's contrary to instinct, it's hard; but Faith attaches onto the future hope. Faith is the guarantee of God's Promises. Faith marries us to God's Promises. 
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, and for as many years as we have seen evil.16 Let your work be shown to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. 17 Let the favor1 of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon us; yes, establish the work of our hands!
· The distinction between futility and favour, destruction and preservation: is Faith
Faith convinces us of unseen realities (1)
faith is ... the conviction of things not seen
· "conviction" - otherwise translated reproof, or correction! 
· This word conviction found often in the book of Proverbs; ILLUS: Proverbs: The son is heading to all the default error of youth, so the father does his best to convince the son to hate evil and love goodness. All his friends are beckoning him to join them as they go about getting drunk, laughing and partying, going into the house of the forbidden woman, avoiding hard work and accountability wherever they can - their words are attractive, the gain is tangible : he can see them having a wonderful time: Instinctively, unless something changes, he's going one way. So he needs his father's conviction to penetrate his heart, to wake up be convinced of the outcome of their ways; so that even though on the one hand he sees his friends going along in laughter, he'll be reproved and corrected, convinced by his father's testimony. 
· (1b) FAITH is the REPROOF, CORRECTION, CONVICTION about the UNSEEN REALITIES - People live by what they see, but Faith will convince them of what they don't. Indeed
2Cor 4:18 For the things that are seen are temporary, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
· I think this applies in 2 ways
· 1. Onlookers become convinced: Like that son listening to his father, those who watch believers see the reality of God, and His goodness. Look at (2)
For by [faith] the people of old received their commendation [testimony]
· Their faith is our teacher, isn't it? What has their faith taught us? Noah, Abraham, Moses, Rahab, Judges, people in every age displaying the reality of God
· "the people of old received their commendation" means God has written eternal testimonies for each of these in His word - for our benefit - as we look on - so that we may be reproved, corrected, convinced.
· 2. Believers themselves become convinced! 
· The first example to mind is Paul in Phil4 - 
learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
· Every time you exercise Faith, you will find God trustworthy. Why do we doubt and become afraid of anything? I think because we've stopped testing Him! ILLUS: Storms river suspension bridge - swings and see-through!! But walk enough on it - eventually jumping on it more than any other bridge, and have fun scaring the wits out of new-comers! 
· CF - 10:32 in their own former days - they were convinced! Because they were testing it!
· APP: I get nervous about the world; The only way I'll become convinced of His care and dispel fear, is to step forward in faith and watch Him provide.

Application
· realise the difficulty of faith
· God's desire is that you're motivated to fresh faith again, right now, and always
· He has proven it in the lives of his saints, and will prove it in yours as well
· There IS NO OTHER WAY to preserve your soul; There IS NO OTHER WAY to please God but to surrender your entire being into His will
Mark 8
said to them, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels."
