Series: Christmas 2021: The Father, the Son and the Spirit of Christmas
Title: Part 1 - God Sent His Son
Scripture: Galatians 4:1-4
Description: Christmas is God's gift to slaves. Are you a slave? 
	
Please turn to Galatians 4:1-4:
Context - Galatians
· Writing to believers, who could tell the coming of Christ to a child, but failing to see its  connection to life -- Paul could tell because worrying disconnect between the story and their life] [I'm sure everyone here can tell the story of Christmas, and why Christ came -- but does your life actually look as if Christmas has happened?
· So to challenge this, he uses the very powerful imagery of Slavery. That's a popular word today - much concern: Labour, Trafficking etc.. -- but no matter how sympathetic anyone can feel about the life of slaves, how vastly different would it be to discover oneself a slave! It's one thing to hear horror stories of kidnappings, but another to find yourself in a van with a hood over your head! The first perspective looks from the outside and feels it would be good to release - to contribute the liberation; the second looks from the inside and would give everything to escape! And it's this second perspective Paul uses - If you live ignorant of Christmas, you're a slave! 
Read v1-3
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.
· Now it's difficult to jump right in and understand what's going on, but in essence: during the time before Christ came, before Christmas, was a time of slavery - ... But NOW is NOT the time for slavery anymore!
Today is part 1 of our Christmas series, "The Father, the Son and the Spirit of Christmas". For our time this morning, we first need to understand what this slavery is about (because deep down we probably doubt we could be slaves); Then we'll answer the question: How is Christmas the liberation from it?!
Pray
Read 4:1-5a
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law
What slavery is Paul talking about?
The answer is in v3: (read) "we...were enslaved to... the elementary principles of the world"
- Bit of a strange term; But what this means is: 
· Elementary: we know what elements are: common basic building blocks, the intrinsic components of something. Like cells of an organism; or the matter that makes the universe (2Pet 3 - says will burn up); But this is not physical matter, but:
· Principles: because this is not physical slavery, but spiritual - in other words 
· The default [elementary] beliefs and ideas [principles], which trap and enslave ['enslaved to'] every person ['of the world'] - Don't have to be taught, intrinsic to human life, sinful nature has separated us from thinking, following after God's thoughts
· The scripture that describes this is Col 2:8,20-23:
8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.
20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations-- 21 "Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch" 22 (referring to things that all perish as they are used)-- according to human precepts and teachings?  23 These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh [slave to yourself!]
· Now here's what this looks like. Being driven and controlled by justifying yourself. What I mean is: concertedly trying to establish that your existence is justified... that you mean something, that you're not just an accident waiting to die. ..
· ! It's not only evolutionists who must face this, but religious people too!
· Look at v9-11
9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more?  10 You observe days and months and seasons and years!  11 I am afraid I may have labored over you in vain.
· Even a religious person, in church and worship, will try to establish that their existence is Justified - "Surely God approves my life!"
· Just as the non-religious, see v8
8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods
cf 1 Peter 4:3 For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry
· Trying to establish that their existence is Justified - "Surely My friends approve my life! My Living approves my life... My employment, my estate... etc"
· So the religious person proudly sees (or depressively wishes to see) his worship and obedience as Justification, and the non-religious person proudly sees (or depressively wishes to see) his life and choices as Justification. And most often there's a kind of syncretism where the religious person gets tired or religion and slides to non-religion, and the non-religious person gets anxious and slides to some religious thoughts...
· So the world is full of proud and depressed people, trapped into trying to justify their existence! COULD YOU BE ONE OF THOSE? 
· We have more worshipers than atheists here today... Did you come to worship to keep your worship-attendance up? Did you come because others would think less of you if you didn't? Are you sitting down, proudly identifying who these people are! Then you are being enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. On the other hand if you came purely because you have Eternal Life, and no fear of death, because your justification is in Christ, then you are no longer a slave!
· A slave is on their own, at the cruel mercy of realities beyond their control: see (9) "weak and worthless"; - all the stuff he pursues, religious or non-religious has no power and no value - completely contrary to what he's trying to do! That's why you get angry when disrespected, and depressed when ignored.
· And A slave cannot escape = talk about a great industry to invest in: Life Help! Think of the multi-billion dollar industry of teaching, counseling, and courses for a strong and powerful life! "Here's how to conquer all that works against you". An industry that will never be obsolete
· This is the reality of slavery - are you identifying it? Sin is not just doing something "naughty" - sin is the attempt to have a self-justified life apart from God - and it gets ugly! It disables the human psyche, it brings physical death, and it enslaves the heart to 'the elementary principles of the world'. [ILLUS : Every human being - the whole world - needs to find themselves in the van with the bag over their head!]
· FCF in Context: The Believers in Galatia, once on fire for the gospel, were falling into self-generated slavery; so Paul writes to rescue them. He reminds them of Christmas - when God provided salvation from slavery to the elementary principles of the world. 
How is Christmas the Liberation from Slavery?

(4) God sent forth his Son :
· There it is - right in the context of Slavery, God's answer is Christmas.
· 4:3 and 4 = "we were enslaved, but ... God sent forth His Son" (sent forth = sent out, from, ie origin)
· 3 reasons why Christmas is the Liberation from Slavery... And pay attention, because if we see and believe what the scripture is saying about Christ and His perfect dealing with our slavery, we will be set free!

Reason 1: because 'Christmas' is the Purpose of Time itself
4: "when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son"
· Note: Christ did not come incidently, but specifically.. "When": And when was it? At the Fullness of Time
· "fulfilment" is a word in prophetic language. A promise or prediction is made, and when it does occur, we say it is 'fulfilled'. Now the point here is not that a prediction is fulfilled (though hundreds were), but that Time Itself was fulfilled; in other words, what time itself was waiting for, anticipating, came to be. God, who exists beyond time, appointed time, for the coming of His Son. The reason God made time was to send His Son
APP
· That's why I say, Christmas is the Purpose of Time itself. The destiny of time, the central meaning of time; This is not unique in Galatians 4; Even in our church vision, from Eph 1:10: God's plan for the fullness of time is centered on Christ. 
· And that means - Our time is His time. Your struggle and fight to survive and justify your life is taking place in this realm. Those in slavery to the elemental principles of the world are futilely trying to make something of life apart from Christ, but time, history, destiny is working against you. [ILLUS: trying to cross a deepening river flowing into the ocean - you can't make it another way]]  
· [APP: Consider how 'basic'/ 'elemental' time is to everything. We describe the canvas of existence as space-time. One might imagine time without space, but what is space without time?!; PICT: your life lives through time; your thoughts process through time; your actions occur through time; you appear and then disappear through time - we could get very philosphical about the role and effect of time on life; In terms of our physical existence, can we get more basic, essential than time? Movies that try to introduce time travel always get into a knot - you can't undo the fabric of time without undoing existence. Even more elemental than the Principles that enslave you, is the time in which you exist!
· The first step to futile slavery is to arrange your life around Jesus Christ! Because everything else will come to nothing. In fact, material elements burned and dissolved, and souls stand accountable before judgement!
· So Jesus in Mark 1:15, comes into Galilee at the beginning of his ministry 
 14 ... proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel. - the right order, God on the Throne - it's the destiny of Time - History is ongoing, but it's purpose is complete!
Reason 2. because "Christmas" is Particular to Humanity
(4) But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law
· For all that Christmas means to people (and there are hundreds of meanings people give to it), this is the sine-qua-non: That the one whom God sent, was born. And we're given a double-significance to this ... notice:
"when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 
[first significance:] born of woman, [2nd significance:] born under the law"
· Born of a woman:
· We know who that woman is: Mary; But this is not concerned with which woman it is (grammar = indefinite: a woman)
· On first sight it's a redundant statement - as if anyone would not be born to a woman! Women give birth, not men, it's a biological reality! It is intrinsic to all humanity, isn't it? So why even mention this?...
· Well: Precisely because it IS human to be born. The Father's salvation from slavery literally takes on Human Flesh and Nature. Notice: (4) the origin of Jesus Christ... 'sent forth from the Father', yet 'born of a woman' - The Christ, the Son of God, from the spiritual realm (sometimes called 'heaven') was sent, and arrived, not as an angel, but a human being. 1st significance: Your humanness - which suffers the limitations and disappointments of a sinful and decaying world, was "taken on" by the Messiah.
· Born under the law
· Now this can refer to the Jewish Law since Jesus was born as a descendant of Abraham, and had to submit to those laws. But like before, this is not concerned with which law it is (grammar = indefinite: under law)
· It's God's Law in General - God's Law to mankind - the proper way for humankind to relate to God. (The Jewish Law expounded this, but even before Moses, even from Adam, Humans can only approach God in holiness, righteousness). 2nd significance: Your humanness was lived by Jesus at no less expense than it costs you. 
· "God sent... born of woman, born under law..." IE Christmas intentionally brings God to solidarity with humanity, with all its experiences and requirements. 
APP
· [CF ILLUS of the difference between looking at slaves, and being a slave. Now Hebrews 4:15 expressly says that Christ never sinned, but he was in every other way, every other way, every other way, just like those under the elementary things of the world;
· therefore, I use the word Privilege - Christmas has Particular Privilege for Humans - for you. it answers your Human Condition, it sympathises with you under the beckoning slavery of the elemental principles of the world
· Php 2:7 He emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men
· Slaves are abandoned, self-dependent to survive and fight their way to justify their existence... but the God who created you in His Universe, formed Time to save you! 
Reason 3: because Christ came to pay for our liberty
when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law
· 'those who were under the law' : UNDER = a word for slavery (see v2, UNDER, v3, ENSLAVED) The difference between us and Jesus is our slavery to the elemental principles of the world is condemned by God's Law. So though Christ came under the law - He's not condemned. But for every other human, ch3:22 "the law imprisoned everything under sin" : 
· PICTURE: If you ever superimpose God's Law over a person, you'll always find guilt. (That's why even religious people who perform work to please God cannot justify themselves to God... there IS no one who is righteous before God)
· Now the Good News of Christmas is this : God SENT His Son, in order that those under the law He might REDEEM. 
·  [Illus: unfortunately we can even treat Christ's payment like a voucher we might get for a birthday. Lies around unredeemed, forgotten, even expires! Hopefully we find it before then, and race to the shop and exchange it for something] But His Redemption is not cheap; It cost Him His Life. 
· ILLUS: Redeem is specifically to buy back what is rightfully yours, paying an appropriate price! Logically there's something wrong if that's happened. If it's rightfully yours, why buy it back? Because that slave has become endebted to another. Therefore I pay the other person what is owing, and I release the slaves' ownership. It's all imagery, but it fits the point so well that the Bible uses this to illustrate Christ paying for our sins; our debt to God becomes paid by Christ, as a substitute - born of a woman, born under the law - but perfectly acceptable to God
· Now to the slave - And it is completely free - unearned, a gift of grace received purely by trusting it! Christmas means that the once-slave is set free from futile, powerless, worthless *everything* - That all the striving to be your own person, and justify your existence, and have meaning, and have hope - is released from you, and accomplished by Christ! Thus, your entire existence becomes liberated and at peace before God, and with God!

Thus far today - Part 1: God sent His Son
We've considered what Slavery this is talking about - hopefully recognised and identified in our own life the sinister and subtle influence of sin in us, that tries to justify ourselves, by ourselves, - and the futile life, and ultimate destruction it will bring... But we've also considered the incredible Salvation that God has provided in His Son - God Sent His Son.
· Christ is the Purpose of Time Itself; and He has particularly become Human for us; and pays for the liberation of all who receive it!
· Don't settle for any other freedom, which is no freedom at all - no other gospel, which is no gospel at all

Let us pray.
