Transition to Real Peace, Ephesians 2:11-19, Description: - In Jesus alone, will anyone, anywhere be able to overcome hostile relationships with authentic peace
Read Eph 2:11-19
Pray
A transition
He's reminding them about a HUGE TRANSITION they've experienced
· there was a time... "separated from Christ"; 
· was a former state. And parallel statements v12 both follow 'formula' : having something -> leads to being something
· having alienation from Israel : strangers, xenos - foreigners. 
· having no-hope : 'without God' in one Greek word A-Theos, atheist!
· What they had: Identity - What they were: Nature 
· (more like NOT having (no citizenship; no hope): and result is BEING: foreign atheists
· But no longer - because of God's Great Plan, ch3:"mystery" 3:6... 8, "to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ"! (i.e. ...TRANSITION: everything opposite to what they HAD and WERE, opposite IDENTITY, opposite NATURE)
Historical Context
· Jews and Gentiles: 2 polar-opposite groups
· > RELIGIOUS with their temple worship; Descendants of God's covenant with Abraham
> the REST - moved from the True God, crafted own man-made philosophies of Life & meaning
· "circumsized" & "uncircumcised"... ILLUS: name-calling,..; idea of "hostility"; 
· "dividing wall", figure of speech, but actually did exist in the temple area, keep the Gentiles out of the inner courts.
· essentially, basis of separation "Law of Moses" given to the Jews, the 'God-code' of right-living/ They had it, the Gentiles didn't
· Hence, 'Good Samaritan', - shock horror honouring Samaritan! (Like BLF strengthening the VF+). 
· FCF : So much hostility - so much talk about peace. Same contrast in the passage: On one side Hostility; it's opposite Peace.
· Jesus question is, who was the 'FRIEND'
· Friendship - Theme of Today, hence invite: help us think about what Friendship really is. 
· We see it in Society: some qualify as 'friend-able', others you can't connect with - 'hostility', including (not unlike the Jews): across Racial and Cultural lines. See it in personal relationships - lovers, families. Dividing wall of 'laws' - unspoken or other! We can see it in Religious setting! - avoiding religion expecting hostility by the true or perceived 'laws of church'
Literary Context
· seems to me, Paul addressing similar issue: Distinctions and Hostility... and the WAY he does it>> Reminds them of their TRANSITION
Proposition: Transition to Real Peace
Because of what Christ has done, any cause of hostility is done away with;
In fact- what we'll see is that - in Jesus alone, will ANYONE, ANYWHERE be able to overcome hostile relationships [!] with authentic peace.
Contra v12 (you were), now in (13) ,"But now"
Read 13-19 again.
Transition to Real Peace
Christ has brought Peace with Man (14-15)
· Read v14-15
· What must they remember? They may be religious. But Religious people, like the Jews, and church-goers have no cause for superiority.
· How so? 
· (15) = by "abolishing the law of commandment" - this is where the religious had it wrong. They felt that because they had the law of God, that they were lawful before God. But lawfulness is not knowing what the law is, but doing it. And the Law is summed up "Love God with everything you have, and your neighbour as yourself". The religious have no cause for superiority because they've broken the Law of God just as the Gentiles have. The Law condemns both Jew and Gentile.
· So in v15 when it says Christ "abolished the law of commandments" it means essentially he took away its power to condemn by obeying it himself and then offering us His merit. - Rom 8:3-4
· PEACE?: Can you see how that brings the religious and the outsider together?
· Not that the Gentile becomes a Jew, not that the outsider becomes religious - but both become new. (read 15b)
· And the result? "so making peace" - 
· There's the TRANSITION : 12 "foreigner" to 19 "fellow citizens with the saints"
· [ILLUS: know why there's peace between my father and I even though I offended him? because we both know our sinfulness, and have been humbled by the saving work of Christ - we believe in Grace because God's Amazing Grace has come into our own hearts - so there is liberty, and love, and peace - because Christ has come in]
· In Christ, there's diversity but no separation, see 4:4-6
· ! Terrible concept that the Church is the religious plateau of the self-righteous; that's not what the Bible says. - It's place of saved sinners [finding peace with one another]; A growing, stable, body which looks dramatically different to the world because the Christ is present and working: v19-21]]

They 1st thing must remember that they have no cause for superiority. The 2nd thing they must remember, in order for this TRANSITION in their relationships to occur, there was 1 other hostility, an even greater one, to be overcome
Christ has brought Peace with God (15-16)
· read v15b-16 "..that he might A] create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace ...AND [B] (v16)... might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility"
· --> Can you see the 1 other hostility? > ./ Hostility to God /.
· see (16), word "reconcile" - means: was hostile, then brought together in peace... Reconcile to who? To God!
· and How so?! (16) "through the cross"
· the same event which reconciles people to one another because it makes them equal before God..., is the same event which reconciles people with God.

· "Until Christ": (12) "no hope and without God"
· anyone can call themselves righteous, a believer in God, or agnostic... but the Bible in v12 says:
· "without Christ" = "without God"! or another way,
· "separated from Christ" = "atheist"
· ! Act 20:28, Church of God which he obtained with God's own blood
· Hence it's God Himself who has saved us on that Cross - God who loved us, while we were still sinners, reconciles us to Himself; Vision in Rev 5:14 Worshiping... the Lamb slain. 
· see v17, "HE came and preached peace... to who? ALL! 
TRANSFORMATION~!! - compare the different state now (18)
· Christ has brought us PEACE WITH MAN and PEACE WITH GOD... Look at v18. Picture - (triangle relationship)
Where once we were enemies / hostile of God - can have Peace with God. > Friend of God. Have you ever considered - what you seek for in Friendship / what authentic relationship ought to be... is relationship available with God!! [think RE what Friendship really is, inherent void when separated from Christ] 
Application
The country needs a transformation doesn't it? But that's just the macro-picture of every relationship we navigate - some well, some terribly!
The only possibility of truly authentic friendship - peace, which lasts and has power to survive all kinds of hostility is in the TRANSITION which Christ brings.
Many relationships need transformation don't they? George Ezra, 'Get Lonely with me': " Well, I'm making friends with strangers, Making enemies of friends, When you're living outside the rules there are no rules to bend" - what he's saying is I won't be trapped by your rules of relationship - I'll suit myself. That's one way of handling the hostility - insulation. But not reconciliation. Loneliness.
God has given us the Laws of Relationship - and we fail regularly. Like, "let me live outside the rules and suit myself" - but God's Rules are what keeps relationship. Authentic relationship. Authentic peace.
The only possibility of truly authentic friendship - peace, which lasts and has power to survive all kinds of hostility is in the TRANSITION which Christ brings. Firstly - reconciliation with God - Forgiveness of our sins and trust in His rule, then comes reconciliation with people.
 "How do I do it?!" 3:17, "so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith" - in Faith, Call out to Him, "Lord, I'm without you and without hope - I need the saving work of your sacrifice on that cross - Reconcile me to you, and break down hostility in my life. Forgive me for my sin - I believe you have taken the penalty on yourself; I give my heart to you - I give myself to you, my body, my relationships, my love - everything; Thank you for your Salvation! In Jesus Name I pray, Amen"

If you've prayed that prayer, I'd love to speak with you and give you a booklet to read which will help you understand more about the Work that Jesus has accomplished for you!
