Series: Christmas 2019 - Crossmas
Romans 8:3
Title: Crossmas 3 - A package deal
Description: God guarantees the fullness of His gift in us. Don't unwrap Crossmas half-way!

Read 8:1-4
Review
· Christmas: about Condemnation! Sin: Power, Presence, ultimate Penalty of Death, Eternal condemnation
· Christmas: about Not-one Condemnation - Salvation for those "in Christ Jesus"
Christmas = Crossmas! (XMas)
ILLUS: To fully unwrap the Gift! Knowing what you're getting, versus opening, versus using the gift! Lying on the table still with the ribbons draped over it. Or set like an ornament next to the leg of the chair, almost lost in the loose wrapping paper.
· The using of the gift of Crossmas: (4), "in order that" the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us.
· Two most fundamental 'big words' to describe gift of Christian Life:
· JUSTIFICATION - instant and immediate deliverance from penalty of sin: 
· SANTIFICATION - continual diminishing of the power of sin - though present, diminishing. Justification is receiving the Gift of Jesus. Sanctification is using the gift!
· [So this is especially a message for people like us who go to a church on Christmas day! No point it talking about sanctification if you've not been justified! In that case, you're still condemned - as we saw on Sunday]
· The righteousness that makes us acceptable to God is a free gift to whoever believes. And v4 implies that. But it's not enough to stop there.
God has done it - He's given us the immeasurable Gift of salvation, by pure grace.BUT What is the use of it?
2 questions will probably be in most believers, when they hear v4 - 
If we're to 'fully unwrap' the gift,...
· 1. What is "the Righteous Requirement of the Law"? - sounds so formal, and threatening
· 2. How is this fulfilled in us? - especially since we've confessed sin is powerful, and continues to dwell in me.
Pray
What is "the Righteous Requirement of the Law"
· LIT: "the Law's Regulation". What the law requires. => 'in order that the law would be obeyed' That's the answer to the 1st question.
· ! - The First thought-provoker! = The USE, ie the purpose of salvation is Obedience. 
· (1:5 to bring about the obedience of faith 
· 16:26 to bring about the obedience of faith [faith leads to obedience])
· FCF: Might argue: ch6, 'not under Law but under grace'. Or maybe that sour feeling when Law is mentioned - Let's unwrap this through some observation
Observations about "Law"
· Firstly, THERE ARE MANY LAWS IN THE WORLD, PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL. Paul uses the word LAW often in our passage, but he's often not referring to the same thing all the time - you should've noticed that, it's quite obvious. In other words there are various laws, and kinds of laws. 
· Law is inescapable! Our universe doesn't know a reality without Laws. We call gravity a law in physics, because it governs physics - affects motion of mass and time. Law in its essence simply describes what is, and what happens if you work against it. These fundamental laws in physics one can ignore, or wish they weren't there. But they won't care - they'll still be. And if you try to ignore them, you'll break.
· Now there are spiritual laws as well. Through his whole letter we find laws like...
· the law of works (obedience results in blessing)
· the law of faith (faith in God's promises always receives the promise)
· the law of sin and death (Sinning brings Death) 
· the law of sin's presence (Once sin enters you, it never leaves the body)
· IN 7:21-8:4 "law" is used 11 times, maybe 7 different laws (depending how you define what a law is) - JSUT READ 8:1-4 to get a taste.
· SO: Law is inescapable! It governs life, It is objective, not based on what we might want, but on what is. Law itself doesn't control - it simply states what is.

· Secondly - the word LAW itself has an interesting meaning in Greek text - Great illustration 
· 'Nomos'  has the idea of an orderly arrangement, an area. So the word is used for... 
· a woodland pasture where the cattle are fed [ever think about Law like that?]
· a home district - allotted for living within. 
· a custom of the normal ways of life. 
· even, a musical "mode": musical notes arranged in harmony with one another. 
· Nomos: Happy Arrangement, Happy abode. 
· Astronomy - the law of the stars : orderly, set in place, harmonious, perfectly placed, dependable for mariners in the dark stormy seas
· Law is not sour. It is a blessing - giving Provision and Protection

· Thirdly then, Nomos in terms of "God's Law"...
· Often 'the Law of God' (or 'the law') refers to the Law of Moses received on Mt Sinai; but ch5 shows that seven before the Law of Moses, God's Law was in operation. And those who disobeyed, died. The Law of Moses is an expression of God's Law in a particular context and dispensation of God's working. But in its widest sense, God's Law is the expression of Normal Life, how God meant it, and how to maintain it.
· It is perfectly right to say that God's Law is everything he has revealed to humankind about the blessed Life. As Creator and Architect, Good and Wise, his Law is his Manual, for the safe and enjoyable operation of Life. His Law is His Will for our Blessedness.
· His Law is inescapable... it describes what is real/ true. He has provided the pasture and its boundaries for our blessing and protection. And to move outside of the Law is to move outside the blessing. It doesn't make a difference whether we accept the law or ignore it, it doesn't change. It is transcendent. And look what happens when we "transgress" (lit to cross the boundary). A good law has enforcement, with penalty for anything that breaks it! Obviously! ('the law is good... the only sourness is when you try to bypass it)
· [ Of course, Not every law is good. But God's Law is by definition, very good. We can also say then, that any law is only legit. if it is in line with God's Superseding Law (cf Peter and John against the Priests - judge for yourself what is right...). Laws are judged good or incorrect according to the Creators Law. ]
· ILLUS: the Circle of Parenting "if you move out of the circle, you're in danger. Mummy and Daddy are required by God to keep you within!"

· 1John3:4, 
[NIV] Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness
· Sin breaks trust with God, and moves outside the LAW : the Circle of "the Pasture/ of Eden" 
· (Deut 28 - famous declaration: Moses reminds Israel of God's Law for Israel, then lays before them the choice between blessing and curse. 
if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.  2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God.  3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. (Deu 28:1-3)
15 "But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you.  16 Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the field. (Deu 28:15-16)
· God's Law is not sour. It is a blessing - aligning us to God's Provision and Protection
Therefore
· 1. the USE of the Crossmas Gift ="so that" the Law of God be fulfilled in us - that having become justified, we would return to the circle of obedience; "the obedience of Faith". ie. to be transformed out of rebellion and into the design and will of God - in character, behaviour. Sanctified. 
· The person who is saved is not under the punishment of the Law for disobedience - they are justified. But His Law still stands, unchanging, ... and it is still His will!  
APP:
· the Law is the most blessed pasture in which you can live...
97 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.  98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me.  99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation.  100 I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts.  101 I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word.  102 I do not turn aside from your rules, for you have taught me.  103 How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  104 Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way.  105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  (Psa 119:97-105)
The 1st Q: what is the righteous req of the Law mean? - That we'd obey God!
The 2nd Q is the crux,
How is the righteous requirement of the law fulfilled in us?
The Second thought-provoker - 
!! His Gift - is that Law fulfilled! "God has done it" (3) despite the weakening nature of the flesh on God's law. READ: God has done... in order that...
· Context: "A desperate, tormented man" - with these conflicting Laws at work, 7:21-23
· All the laws are good and right, and operating simultaneously and creating Torment!
· The law of sin's presence = it won't go away!
· the Law of sin and death = Sin is active and pushes me to disobedience
· the Law of God = blessing from obedience
· the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus = no condemnation
· How is it ever possible to have God's Law fulfilled in us? 
(Not by Having the Law but ) by Having the Holy Spirit (8-10)
·  the enabling power
(Not by knowing the Law but) by setting the Mind on the Spirit (4)
· said in various ways: walk by Spirit, live by the Spirit, set the mind on the Spirit - What's crucial is "the work of the Holy Spirit"
· e.g:
· READ 7:6 - Obedience the new way
· How does a believer kill the deeds of the body 8:13 - by the Spirit, 
It's a Spiritual Law. The "Law of the Spirit of Life" (2) - sets us free. God Crossmas Gift: He justifies and sanctifies. 

