Series: Christmas 2019 - Crossmas
Romans 8:3
Title: Crossmas 1 - A Sentence on Sin
Description: The Bible joins Christmas and the Cross in one sentence. And it begins with God's sentence on Sin. This makes Christmas uncomfortably relevant for anyone who'll listen.

Introduce Series
· Christmas passage, Rom 8:3-4:
· "sending in likeness of sinful flesh" & "for sin" = must not separate Christmas & Cross: "Crossmas"
· Last time, asked 'what will you be doing?'; Fort this series, 'What was God doing?'
· What was God doing at Crossmas? Our Christmas is a-miss if we miss what God was doing at Cross-mas!
Read Romans 8:3
Proposition 1: God was condemning Sin
· Surprising from 2 angles:
· Christmas concerns Condemnation
· Condemning Sin? The only passage that puts the 2 together - Normally, condening people; ie. judging as sinful then punishing them appropriately - as the leaders did to Jesus
! ("God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world"... But He did "send His Son in order to condemn sin"
· So, an unexpected angle on Christmas, here in Rom 8:3... this is what God was doing at Christmas// And therefore right for us to include the same in our own Christmas celebration
Pray
What God Condemns about Sin
Sin’s utter Sinfulness
FCF: "It's safe/controllable", but we couldn't be further from the truth.
· In 7:13, Paul explains sin to be utterly sinful, "sinful beyond measure" - as if we might hold different estimations of sin in our understanding - And shows that it is more, far more evil, than we can imagine
· And this is why: You cannot prevent it by throwing goodness at it. In fact, the good you bring to it only becomes its food, and its evil grows - like throwing petrol on a fire. And it's demonstrated in this way: What happens when you bring God's Good Law to diminish sin? (7b-13, "If it had not been for the Law...")
· The good you throw at sin becomes its opportunity for evil - that's how bad it is.
· therefore, look at our text, 8:3, 'the Law weakened by the flesh could not do' - Sin is utterly unsafe. God's Own Law... Weakened... Disabled - disabled to control sin. The most it can do is reveal sin, but not deal with sin. Can bring conviction on you, but cannot stop you sinning.
· ILLUS: pH testing - by adding drop of test - doesn't change the water, just highlights what's really in it. God's Law only stimulates the reaction - sin + law (catalyst) = sins: it's a trap; It's not safe, it's not controllable
· the practical result, is that whatever God gives as good can become perverted into something evil - Sex becomes Lust; Justice > Fits of Anger; Authority > Abuse; Intellect > Pride; Rest > Laziness; Hard work > Money-love; Employment > Enslavement; Earning > Stealing; Dominion > Domination; Trade > Greed; Art > Sensuality; Inginuity > Scheming; Technology > Destruction; Eating > Gluttony; Drinking > Drunkeness; So we have a world crazy with people setting up rules and laws to keep preserve some peace and order; but even God's Law doesn't prevent this. It's only God's common grace that restrains, it for a time. (Perverts glory into shame (1Pet 1:24))
· It makes no sense that anyone would put aside what is beautiful and pervert it - "mind-lostedness" / self-non-control - but it's true! And therefore, the Bible teaches that sin captivates; Trapping in sin, Disabling God's Law
Christmas, v3 says, is God condemning Sin for being utterly sinful. 
But that's not all. We also see God condemning Sin for its Universal Residence
Sin’s universal Residence
ILLUS: Many relocating to the WC, overseas, to escape crime; economic corruption. But though you can escape it, maybe by travelling to Mars, you will never escape the presence of Sin. This point deals with the incorrect belief that 
FCF: Sin is partial (to different people, and in different degree)
· (Now we need to at this point recognise that the Bible talks about sin and about sins. Sins refers to the specific evil actions or evil thought, or specific failures to do good actions with good thoughts... The degree of sins changes from person to person, culture to culture, area to area
· But SIN refers to invisible inner alignment of the heart to evil. The power that produces sins. The root that produces is far worse than the fruit)
· Let's read (3) again, "sending His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh" - Jesus was sent to become a human - but notice what He calls Humanity: "sinful flesh". The Christmas IN-Carnation was necessary because of the Universal Human Condition, ie "Sinful" [cf MJ's 'Heal the world; Make it a better place; for you and for me and the entire human race sinful flesh
· He didn't come as a New Commandment on Stone since the first 10 were disabled... What was necessary was not a new Religion, a new King, but New Flesh.
· Therefore: sending His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh;
· not likeness of flesh : real flesh
· not likeness of sin: no sin
· but in the likeness of Sinful Flesh - of you and me. Heb 2:17, 4:15 "he had to be made like his brothers in every respect...yet without sin" 
· Therefore God was condemning sin for its Universal Residence - 2 crucial points to take from this
· 1. ... The flesh means the Human Body. Sin [sg] resides in every human body. The full breadth of humanity >> 
You cannot be Human and Not have the nature of Sin within you
· 2. ... In each body, it resides in the core - control centre - deepest part - spirit. Not in your hands, your mouth (Mk7). You can lose all your limbs, all your senses - but it is a spirit-disease.
· Even for a Christian. As Paul humbly confesses his own state (7:14, 21-23) (will deal with 15-20 next time). [["Dwells" therefore 'residence'. An unwanted guest, not just for Christmas - the whole year.!]
· Only at Death is Sin powerless; And that is therefore God's reward for sin: "You will surely die"
PERS OBS: FCF Find it more comfortable to admit "we're sinners" than to admit we are liars, gluttons and lustful. !! As if the one generic term is not culpable, ... only the fruit. But we have far deeper guilt because of the root of SIN than any one fruit of SIN.
ILLUS: What is Sin actually? Like: a life of its own, mind of its own; yet not from outside of us, not a person, not Satan - like a blob, a cancer, which we have wholeheartedly embraced, and now relentlessly embraces us - It is well and truly us; In Rom 7:8, sin produces all kinds of ... epithumian: desires; meaning my own WILL - that which drives and controls what I do, is captive to the controlling nature of SIN. I am by nature a SINNER; and until I am saved, remain a CHILD OF WRATH (Eph 2)
· ! a Small sin? 
Without studying, worth recognising The Result of Sin:
FCF: It's not that serious
· Actual guilt before God (8:7-8)
· A devastating world (8:20,22)
· Personal Shame and Fear - if the Law is allowed to do the only thing it can now...
“without God... without Hope” (Eph 2:12)
Christmas - is firstly a statement by God about Sin: Utter Sinfulness of SIn; Utter Saturation in Human Flesh
But Condemnation is more than sentencing, It is carrying out the sentence - an appropriate judgement
Sin’s ultimate Cost
FCF: "God understands my sin" - Yes, He understands very well. The utter devastation and the permanency...
(3) By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh AND FOR SIN, he condemned sin in the flesh
· = "FOR the matter of sin" ie He Condemned Sin by Condemning it in His Own Son
· (3) says "condemned in the flesh" Flesh needs Death; Jesus took condemnation on behalf of sinners!
· APP: Next Sunday = How you can receive that - because not everyone does.
· Here's what we need to absorb today: Sin is Worthy of God's Condemnation
· It's Evilness
· It's Immovability
· It's Cost
· > you see, no Sin is never Small. It is a relentless evil that costs everything - either the whole world - or the Son of God. Sin against an eternal God is an eternal sin, against a supreme God, a supreme sin
· The smallest distrust in Eden set in motion: the Crossmas Plan.
· The only legit way to look at sin, is to look at the Cross of Jesus Christ: the only equivalent payment large enough to take the condemnation away.
God condemns sin – How about you?
· Is this true, about sin? or is it just philosophical, theological fluff?
· Can't deny the evidence in your own life: 
· Inability of God's Law to stop it
· Constant presence within 
· Crucifixion of Jesus Christ - the most absurb event
· Paul, 7:15, calls sin "the very thing I Hate". How about you?
Christmas is the Good News of Sin Condemned, in Christ, on the Cross. And the urgent call to Flee to Jesus for forgiveness, lest we receive the same condemnation on ourselves.
7:24-25a
“I am a Tormented man – Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks to God... through Jesus Christ”
