Renewing the New
The New are being Renewed - 3:10
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator (Col 3:10)
· Helps us to see that ministry is not just about getting people to make a profession of faith. "If anyone in Christ, a new creation" - yet the renewing doesn't cease!
· >> WHERE WE'RE GOING: 2nd mandate of church - 'edifying'/'RENEWING'; As pastors, this falls square in our laps!... So my goal is to mine this from the book of Colossians, so that we might at least see the essentials for a church that is continually being renewed - hopefully put to use.
Interestingly, succinct list of what "Being Renewed" looks like - 1:10-12 (would you have guessed them?)
1. Bearing Fruit - good works
2. Increasing in Knowledge of God
3. Being Strengthened for all Endurance
4. Assurance of Inheritance - Salvation we await

· Exhortation: The greatest battles you'll face, in your life, and the lives of your people, will be these.
FCF x 2
So that should be the normal course of Christian life in this "renewal"... But our scripture today will make some very sobering revelations...
· 1. Disqualification happens (see 2:18)
· ? from what? Word refers to a competition where someone is called out. Evokes the picture of Php 3 where Paul describes the Christian life like a race. [also See 1:23]
· This is not saying that Christ's saving work in someone can be undone. But remember that Paul is writing to a community of people who all profess faith, but Paul knows only time will prove all. Their profession will be disqualified. So that's sobering to read, even more sobering to watch - people once "on fire" sunken back into the world
· More sobering, for us... 2. Sometimes, the disqualification occurs on account of the "pastor" (2:18)
· "no-one" - whom the believers might follow as Christian teacher
· How so? Certainly by non-Christian teachers, operating for selfish gain. But even well-meaning pastors who fail to "build well", cf 1Cor 3:10 let each one take care how he builds on top of the foundation... The problem is not the absence of Christianity, but the presence of other stuff.
· APP > In Colossi, this was the major obstacle to RENEWING THE NEW, and I believe it to be no different today. The Church is consistently encountering "Static crosstalk" interference / noise - 
· 2:4 - very reasonable arguments - "our Bible was composed in a very different culture - the world has changed. When Jesus spoke, he was just accommodating that culture - He would speak differently today" [ILLUS: When the wireless MIC is too far away]
· 2:8 - appealing ideas (philosophies of life, based on people's experiences and traditions) - "I can overcome my challenges if I just learn to believe in myself" [ILLUS: radio bands too close together]
· So how does the CHURCH counter this and renew the New?
"Renewing the New" - 2:18-19
Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God 
The 4 Aces of Renewal - (all begin with A, for easy memory - because we need it!) 4A's that renew the New- Cards to keep on hand so that our churches fulfil this mandate 
PRAY
the Agents of Renewal
19) and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments
· A familiar picture - taught in psgs like 1 Cor 12-14. Image of one body with diverse gifts. One Lord, sharing the same Life of Spirit - but one is a hand, and another a foot.
· But here special note is made not of the united body but of the agents of that unity:
through ["on account of"/ "through means of"] its joints and ligaments - the Body is more than limbs, it requires  connective tissue 
· ... and the parallel passage here is not 1 Cor 12, but Eph 4 - helps to clarify. {shares 70% content, written at the same time} 
· in (v4) There is one Body, and then in (v11) that Christ specifically appoints agents to that body: he gave apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastor-teachers ... for what function... to (v12) equip the saints... [ literally,] to mend (katartizmos) - ILLUS: Picture Mat4 nets, this instrument for catching fish, and they were tying it  together again. 
· And so the AGENTS are the CONNECTIVE TISSUE that tie the body together
· the word "joints" in early medicine, meant the ropes of the body which fastens the parts together
· Well in this letter there's a whole host of "connective tissue", 10 of them altogether - Paul the apostle with Timothy, Epaphras the planter, Tychicus and Onesimus who were delivering the letter and brining ministry, 4 others back in Rome, and Archippus in Colossi - probably their local pastor. Christ had appointed them to mend together His Church. 
· ...And here today, about 30+ joints and ligaments - all given by Christ to His church, to mend it together.
· WHAT'S THE POINT? > Whatever title you like [pastor, bishop, apostle..] you are not the head of the church, it is not even your church - but you are the "connective-tissue" for "renewing the new"

· Now the picture is obvious - When the pastor isn't functioning how the pastor is given to function, we can imagine a body without connective tissue. Well such a body is impossible. But we can imagine weak connective tissue. [ILLUS - double-jointedness, bad-joinedness, "ehlers danlos syndrome". Deficiency in collagen protein. So that you can do this ().Body suffers trauma in everyday exercise. In some people "sublaxation", so bad that you need to re-locate your shoulder every morning after sleeping. Ring-splints to prevent your fingers bending the wrong way! Well, a church without functioning pastors will be traumatic, disjointed, and pointing the wrong way.
· (What's interesting about this word "joints" is that it is also used in a negative way: referring to "an infection" - and that's really the idea of v18 - that the leader who is supposed to be Renewing the New, is actually an infection in the body.
· [The symbol is the Ace of Clubs for no other reason that the next 3 points claimed the other suits. But you can come up with your own association.]
· But in APPLICATION - Start by acknowledging your crucial role - agent in the Renewal of the New - the pastorate is not a professional job, it is the mending of those whom Christ bought with His own blood. (Act 28:20)
The 2nd ACE
the Action of Renewal
What do the agents do? This is the longest point - and in ministry it will certainly feel like long labour. [So I've made it the Ace of Spades.]
(19) the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments
· Work cut out for us: we "nourish" and "knit together"!! - Sounds like something out of "Living and Loving"! No - far from it!
· Let's expand what we said earlier: > Whatever title you like, the only kind of church that renews the new is where the connective tissue is "nourishing" and "knitting together" the whole body.
· Those are 2 distinct actions
"Nourished"
· means, to abundantly supply
· The connective tissue connects the body with the Word of God.
· Pastors are given as agents to abundantly supply the body, feeding the body... with the Word of God
1:25 I became a minister//  according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you//, to make the word of God fully known
· APP. Pastors, are you nourishing your church through the Word of God? - "Fully"? - So often - no intentional plan and forethought to getting as much of the word to the people as possible. Week to week - dabbling here and there. Worst of all, if not forcing yourself to systematic exposition of the word, your topics will be directed by the static crosstalk! It must be our goal to make the word of God fully known.
· [[Now there are different views among us on whether God gives visions of revealtion. Regardless, if God gives you a vision, don't preach it. (18b). Go test to see if the same is in God's word - if it is - preach the Word, - if it's not, it doesn't belong in the pulpit. Don't squandor the precious little time you have with your people on Sunday morning.]]
· Now we're talking about Renewing the New - saw what it looks like in (1:10ff)- Look just before that at 1:9-to see what precedes Renewal:
9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him... "in other words"... 1,2,3,4
· Can you see it....? The only way our people will be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and understanding is preaching that fully makes known the word of God
· APP: If you want your church to be immune to the crosstalk, Spend more time in sermon preparation than any other work:
· Come ready - open heart, not assumptions
· Become saturated in the text
· Come under conviction
· Arrive prepared - they're tuned in to everything else for 6.5 days. Override the fuzz with clear revelation.
· Col 1:28-29

· That's half the Ace of Spades.... Also,...
"Knit together"
· There's 2 connections going on here. We're connecting our people with the Word of God, but also "knitting the Body together" connecting them to this organism - healthy functioning in this body.
· In 2:2 we find the same phrase - "being knit together ... in love" [stay there]
· Eph 4:16 says the renewal occurs, as the body speaks the truth in love. The knitting together is nurturing the Love of our Neighbour, and leading them to do the same.
· What's impressive about the rest of 2:2 , to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ : HANG ON! That's full renewal, yet the Apostle says "that's not gonna happen" without knitting together in love.
· FCF: My experience - the pastors who teach the Word of God with skill can be the least loving, invested agents in the same body. And vice versa.

· [It strikes me that  I'm the connective tissue. My task is not only to feed the unadulterated word to my people, but to also fight tooth and nail to keep "the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph 4:3). So, when I'm personally at odds with someone in the church, I'm primarily responsible for seeking reconciliation. It might not be my fault, my problem. But I AM the joint for bonding. () But even when there's a conflict in the church that doesn't have to do with me, it does have to do with me because I'm the connective tissue. It's incumbent on me to make sure that conflict is dealt with rightly. (My experience is that a large portion of pastoral ministry is morphing church politics and touchy subjects into Christian growth.)
· EG - Hearing accusations against another. Take by the hand, and step by step show how to confront
· EG - Young Christian servant overwhelmed - I'm not taking it away from you - but I'll be with you in it.
· 1 Thes 5:14 And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. 

· "Knitting together" is creating a community of Christ that undoes the carnal to reflect Christ. 
· Now this is not solely the pastors function. But he is to lead the way. The pastor is given to equip believers in the ministry of joining limbs which are separating. 
APP: Have you written someone off? Simply co-existing? Even been malicious? You may want to hide behind the books/ sermon preparation. But division between church members is a cancer that will consume the life out of the Body. 
Ace of Spades - hard labour! APP: 1:29 - "For this I toil!" (Demas, one of the 4 in Rome gave up! What happened to those in His care? Don't give up - your labour is not in vain)
The 3rd Ace:
the Anchor of Renewal
Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows
· If there's one thing anyone takes away from this letter, it is the breath-taking glory of Jesus Christ - "the Head of the Church"! ... the Creator of all, Purpose of all, Ruler of all, Sustainer of all - "Preeminent" -
· He is the visible invisible God - the fullness of God in Him, in Bodily form
· He is the Redeemer, Reconciler, made peace by the blood of His cross, nailed the record of your debt to it.
· He is the Ace of our Hearts
· FCF: so He's not A TOOL for Renewing the New - like another piece of connective tissue - He is the ANCHOR to which every connection grips. We're talking about RENEWING THE NEW from Col 3:10 - He IS the TOTALITY of that RENEWAL...
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator (Col 3:10)

· 2:19, the accusation is that "this one" is not holding fast to the head - anchored to Jesus: 
· cf "Disqualification happens, and even through pastors - a sobering thought". Now see this - the root cause of Disqualification is not the absence of nourishing and knitting but the absence of Jesus.
· holding fast to the head - Mat 28:9 And they came up and clung to his feet and worshiped him. 
· the problem with all the cross talk [everything not of God] is that it diminishes Christ - 

· APP: I know we all AMEN to this - so how can we apply it? Maybe in this: What gimmicks are you employing to keep your people coming to church? Or promises, or fun. If all the electricity disappeared, if the walls peeled and the chairs rotted;....  would they still come to drink from Christ? [Supreme and Sufficient] If they aren't clinging to Christ, they haven't seen or heard reason in us to cling to Christ. But the whole body grows from Him...
· Otherwise instead of RENEWAL - 
· Bearing Fruit: destructive choices
· Increasing in Knowledge: confused by life
· Being Strengthened for Endurance: walking away from the church
· Assurance of Salvation: doubtful and unstable
· He must be the reason they come - and He'll be the reason they stay, and renew. 
· Connective Tissue - supply line of the Word, glue of the Body... mainstay to CHRIST
Lastly,
the Author of Renewal
Time for encouragement
· If you have put on the new man, you yourself are still being renewed - you have not arrived (contrary to your congregation's expectations) . Remember the Author of Renewal..
(19)...the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God 
· Diligent service to the Lord can still leave you feeling like you've got very little to show for it - maybe numbers are low, maybe onslaught of world and its effects in your congregation.
· Here's the thing - if you are labouring as the connective tissue God appointed you to be [preaching and loving], holding fast to the Head, without a doubt, guaranteed, growth is taking place. That's what it says!! 
· Notice - 1:9 , asking God for growth! Epaphras agonised over the church's stability - but it was God who was causing it to grow!
· This is the Ace of Diamonds - the unbreakable gem of God's power
4 aces of Renewal:
· Agents + Action of renewal - us
· Avenue + Author of renewal - God
1:29
that we may present everyone mature in Christ.29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.

