Series: How to Pray
Title: 5. Give us our Bread!
Scripture: Matthew 6:11
Description:  
READ 6:7-[esp v11]-15
Illus: Daily Bread
· the pleasure of daily bread, is fresh, warm
· unfortunate gluten intollerance... and the effort to produce gluten-free bread even at high cost: a good market still!
Review, Context of Prayer
1. have seen 3 x Your now 3 x Our; each are imperative, appeal-commands (force)... Note the spectrum of request
a. First 3: Looks up: APPEALING TO [agreeing with] HIS PROVIDENCE/PLAN: for the redemption-plan: God Really Known; Kingdoms Replaced; God's Desires by His determination (incl willing submission in self); 
b. Now: Reflects down: APPEALING FROM [agreeing to] OUR TOTAL VULNERABILITY - Bread, Debt, Temptation 
c. [[APP - Sometimes we get stuck on either, but we can use this to enrich our prayer... 
d. [[APP - prayer is not for self-confident people! God-confident people only]]
2. Again, Plural: Everyone is in the same boat - and we intercede for others as we pray for ourselves.(!)

First: (11) Give us this day our daily bread
Historical Context : Significant places of Bread in Scripture-history

· Earliest reference! = Gen 3:19 by the sweat of your face you shall eat bread; Note context, Note vocab
· bread was known in Eden?! Confirmed in archaeology, suprising find a couple of years ago found burned crumbs!: Their conclusion = we need to rewrite the history of baking and farming :  the earliest known civilisations, middle east, baked bread! *PS - science only as dependable on the evidence it has discovered; privilege of divine revelation! (https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/07/24/631583427/14-000-year-old-piece-of-bread-rewrites-the-history-of-baking-and-farming)
· Why bring this up this now?
· ? :: because Jesus model prayer not appealing to a late cultural invention, a symbol of food, but echo's back to the very Provision by which God sustained us from the beginning. [a presupposition: art of bread-making taught or innate, as with fire: not blabbing ape-men discovering fire, terrified of fire like animals] 
· AND:: the very fact that we can find ourselves 'pleading' for God's intervention in the supply of bread, echoes the word of judgement, That it is SIN, Corrupt Creation that requires this intervention.

· Central reference = Exodus 16:4,32 - the bread from Heaven, John 6
· >> manna from Heaven, daily bread, for the day; double for Sabbath; God did.
· John6 - the symbol of He who comes from Heaven and gives life to the world
· >> manna from Heaven john 6:34, 'sir, give us this bread always'
· (( fitting that as manna resembles Christ, so the passover bread - captured into memorial, my body, a new meal. - just expanded my perspective on the bread of Communion))

· So -- just as marriage given in Eden, as a foretaste of the Union of God and Man in Christ (and when I think of marriage it doesn't take long for me to remember my salvation), so also I suggest that when we eat our daily bread, which began in Eden, it shouldn't take us long to remember the Life of God given to man in Christ
How to pray for " this day our daily bread "
4 aspects
The first is the aspect of NEED - By far the longest point - and then 3 shorter aspects after that.
PRAY
When we pray like this, we Pray in Need... [our daily bread]
3 thoughts about this need we pray for...
TRUE NEED
· I think the application is obvious: Bread = basic sustenance - to pray for daily bread is to pray for the things which will sustain daily, physical, life. - i.e. Just a little way down, Jesus refers to the things that concern us - food, drink, protection from environment (clothes, shelter), and we can add to that health, and whatever keeps us alive and well.
· But this does open a question: In God's economy, what IS our need? Php 4 comes to mind, "My God will supply all your needs" - and people will say, "not your greeds" - But God takes it further than that : 
· Our needs are not even the things for daily survival. An example of this is Act 13:36, "After David had served God's purposes, he died". The model prayer itself does this - The requests we make are subordinate to God's plan - so our NEEDS are everything we need to accomplish His Will.
· Heb 13:21 "21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will". ie Php 4: 'My God will supply all your needs -- to do His will' 
· When we talk about needs we're thinking of our goal; but we need to think of our needs in light of God's goal... 
· And it may be necessary, Peter says, that you suffer, ... even die, as Jesus said of God's Wisdom: 
'I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,' 50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation (Luk 11:49-50 ESV) - and so Paul Himself was content, foregoing basic human rights and needs, in order that God's kingdom would be preached and penetrate the darkness.
· So in this model prayer First: YOUR Name, Kingdom, Will... and Second: In order for me to do those, I need bread. 
· Here's the balance: Pro 30:8-9 give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, 9 lest I be full and deny you and say, "Who is the LORD?" or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God 
· APP: e.g. as I perform the duties of Godly husband and father in the home, the need for health, clear mind, safety, work with income,... all these things; but even the bread we eat unconsciously is given for this need.
· The reality is - God created us to need. And we live in constant dependence for life. But let's just be clear about WHY we ought to sustain our life...: Vitality to Unveil His Name, Serve His Kingdom, Do His will
· APP: (Is that how you view your bread: income, food - vitality for God's Will! And are you CONTENT with what is provided for that? E.g. may want health so we can do our road trip; Maybe you need a road trip to rejuvinate - but then do it for Christ)
DAILY NEED
· It's always interested me that the words are 'this day our daily bread' : couldn't it just be "our daily bread", or "bread this day"?
· Well His words answer 2 questions: when to give the bread, and how much bread
· when to give, = "This day" - the day that has arrived
· what kind of bread "daily" - LIT: sufficient
· This prayer is prayed at the cusp of need - the day with its needs is upon me... like a wave waiting to crash on the shore; and my concern is : to just make it through this day. (interestingly, later in v34 Jesus says, each day has enough trouble of its own - don't worry about tomorrow! ) (Jas 1:14 you don't know what tomorrow will bring)
· So if you want to pray 'like this' - it's hand-to-mouth prayer! It looks at the day ahead, calculates, and places every need for supply before Him.
· [!- a case for early morning prayer] 
· There is no once-off prayer that sorts us out for the year... We are created for daily dependence: and 'give us this day our daily bread' recognises that and appeals vulnerably to God for our need: ("Life and Breath and Everything" Act 17:25). We do not survive by evolutionary self-discovery and technological advance. 
· FCF : sporadic prayer - when life is too much to handle on our own. Not doing justice to this model when prayer is exceptional. Pulling the prayer out of the back pocket is not praying the prayer.

UNSELFISH NEED
· Actually most of us have to struggle to pray like this. We take breakfast for granted - might not even want it. We call it break-fast but we haven't really been fasting. To not feel the desperation of "daily bread" is a privilege - which many of His disciples never knew - why's He telling them 'not to worry about food'. 
· So we may neglect this kind of prayer, in our waking moment. But surely, those who don't have daily bread, wake up with this need - and know far better what it is to pray words like that. Let alone fresh bread... the pleasure of ANY bread.
· So this model prayer places a heavy hand on us - we can't just translate "Bread" into whatever our relevant daily need is (i.e. ILLUS: for me it's stronger business! ...  We pray in the plural "Our bread" ... The prayer nudges us to share our daily bread with others. It is an unselfish prayer. 
· (( cf The first testimony of Mat 25, "For I was hungry and you gave me food". )) 
·  [various such feeding projects - Loerie park, Provincial hospital > be open to the Spirit of God leading you to this]
Well there's some relevant thought, for our prayer - as it relates to NEED.
3 more aspects
When we pray like this, we Pray with a sweaty brow: 
· And I put it that way because the Lord said it would be a sweaty business:
19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread (Gen 3:19 ESV)
· The provision of daily need is a synergy between God and Man. No one must expect their needs to be met if they refuse to labour for it. We don't have time for a theology of work, but I think the scripture is clear enough -
7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you.  9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate.  10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.  (2Th 3:7-10 ESV) cf (12) Let them "eat their own bread!"
· This prayer cannot be prayed in laziness. And that applies to all our needs to live: study, disciplines, health - In other words, we ask for it as we toil for it 
· Whoever we are, we work for our food, and trust God to supply what we need. 

When we pray like this, we Pray confidently ... [Give us]
· " Give!" Imperative (command) - Jesus by modelling this, invites us to ask for our needs confidently; It is not arrogant to ask - though we don't deserve anything from God's hand - this is His Grace. That He wants us to ask is a testimony of God's awareness of our need, and His pleasure to give.  
· cf 25-26: "your Heavenly Father". cf "Our Father!" whom, Paul says in 2 Corinthians 9:10, supplies seed to the sower and bread for food

· ... IF we are praying for RIGHTLY for our NEEDS, and WITH SWEATY FOREHEADS, we can (should) ask boldly - it is his good pleasure to give.!!
LASTLY,
Our greatest need is the Bread from Heaven
· In context - "seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you"
· Otherwise: needs unmet, sweat is wasted, confidence is ilegitimate
3 And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. (Deu 8:3 ESV)
a. Jesus identified Himself as the true manna from Heaven, invited us to eat Him - to Live off Him - He is our Need.
i. ILLUS: the worst bread is yesterday's fresh-baked loaf. The imitation breads can last longer at their same lesser quality. But the quality of the fresh bread lost after a day. Each day needed afresh!
b. So as we pray this, let Christ be foremost in our mind. As we say Grace, let it be mindful of spiritual bread, more than food on the plate!


