Series: Witness Distilled
Title: 2. What is the Witness
Scripture: Luke 24:46-48
Description: We live in the Era of Witness. 3 considerations for a powerful testimony
Review, Orientation
We’re in the same Era of Witness
· Christian-Life is World-Witness
· Till Jesus returns (Mat 24:14) 
Don’t Hijack the Witness!
· Much not given to us to know
· Much time gazing empty clouds 

Time for renewal..

Def: Witness - both the testimony and the testifier; also the verb - it's what the testifier does
Series: Witness Distilled - because as all is stripped away in C19, we have the opportunity to see again - the essence - the distilled testimony - to distill what it is, who the testifiers are, and ourselves become un-still - de-stilled: and all of that is what I mean by "Witness Distilled"
FCF
Proposition: What IS the witness - what we give testimony to?
3 things to Consider: Its Content, Its Context, Its Confidence -create 3 forces that form your witness in rightly or wrongly.
Content, Connection, Confidence
Content = what it's about, Connection = how it connects to people, Confidence = that it is enough! 
The first is most obvious
Contents
· FCF - What is the witness? This point is for 2 kinds of people: those who thinks they know the contents and the one who think they don't. Because they might both be wrong.
· a witness gives testimony of a past event - that's what a witness is. Point: The Contents of the Witness is not words, but an Event. (without being semantic, pedantic on small differences! This is addressing the disconnect that happens between academic and experiential knowledge)
· Proof: Luke 24:46-48 “you are witnesses of these things”
· What are "these things"..? The Plan, Crucifixion, Death, Resurrection, Repentance & Forgiveness, for all nations.
· - so 2 kinds of people: those who think they know the contents might know it academically, but those who think they don't know the contents, certainly may unreservedly believe the event
· Necessary to say this because when we think of giving witness, we may think back to whether we've been taught on what to say when giving witness - immediately: arranged words, even 4 systematic points like "the 4 spiritual laws". Or maybe even, 'I've never been aught, how can I?'
·  But the witness is not “words”, it's a witnessed “event”! Words merely point from a distance... even in preparing this sermon, intending to remind you and me of the event! 
· [That's why we celebrate communion - in the Era of Witness: 2 commands - Be Baptised; and Remember this event.]
· Every religion has words. What distinguishes Christianity is what happened. And that is what must be witnessed to. The "gospel" means the news of Christ! Good news.
· the gospel is not well-crafted words to stir hope - hypnotism
· the gospel is not magic words to control spiritual realities - superstition
· but the gospel is witness to what happened.
· Now there's a lot more to know than this event captured in Luke 24:46-48 but all of that "more" rests on this event: this is the event that proves everything else. 
· [one example of this : the event proves what  Jesus said about coming back to Judge the world. !Communion looks backwards and forwards! (Almost always we find this future promise attached to the testimony - go search it out... sometimes it's the main declaration in light of this event)]
· [[ Encouragement/ Application: Connected to world history, our age - after all, we're living in the same Era.
· "Christ Myth Theory" tries to show Christ never existed, but it is a small lobby - "virtually all scholars support the historicity of Jesus and reject the Christ myth" It is Universally accepted that Christ existed, was crucified and died. Even those who refused to accept that He'd risen, still acknowledged that His followers believed it, (who, by the way, were willing to give their blood for that belief)! 
· I raise these examples because if you carry the witness with you, you need to be encouraged in the face of those who will scoff at it. 
· References to Christ
· Secular historians in the 1st century = Jewish historian Josephus ; Roman historian Tacitus
· Opponents in Judaism, composing the Mishnah and Talmud in the 2nd century = portraying Jesus as a sorcerer or magician; and his execution
· References to His Witnesses! = the greatest body of testimony. I refer to 3 instances
· Pagan Roman Governor Pliny at beginning of 2nd cent, required to investigate the sect of Christians, arrest them and require recantation: worshiping Christ as a God! meeting regularly for prayer and hymns, and taking oaths to be exemplary in goodness.
· Greek satirist Lucian, in mockery: 2nd century: Mocking their belief in Christ
They revered him as a god, used him as a lawgiver, and set him down as a protector—to be sure, after that other whom they still worship: the man who was crucified in Palestine (because he introduced this new cult into the world.)
...having convinced themselves that they are going to be immortal and live forever, the poor wretches despise death and most even willingly give themselves up. Furthermore, their first lawgiver persuaded them that they are all brothers of one another after they have transgressed once for all > [A] by denying the Greek gods and [B] by worshiping that crucified sophist himself and living according to his laws
· account of Believer: Justin "Martyr": 165AD, ordered to profess faith to the Roman gods and emperor; obey or “be tortured without mercy.” Justin said: “‘We hope to suffer torment for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so to be saved. For this will bring us salvation and confidence as we stand before the more terrible and universal judgement-seat of our Lord and Savior.’
· Point / Application: Contents of the Witness is an Event / "Advent". You are witnesses of "these things". Declaring what has taken place. The News. If you are confident that this has indeed taken place, then you can witness to it. The first consideration that will drive our witness is the event of 'these things'
Secondly, the witness can be given in a range of contexts... So we need to consider...
Connection
· Point: What you'll notice in the book of Acts (and we'll briefly look just now) is that the witnessed event is always the same, because the human condition never changes:
· Our predicament of sin, death, and judgement answered through the life, death, resurrection of Christ   Rom 5:6-11 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son (Rom 5:10 ESV)
· but it is connected in varied ways into different places - e.g. Sometimes the event is connected to Christ-rejecters, other times to Christ-seekers, or to pagans - and (it seems needless to say) there's no universal formula to the witness : it is given dynamically at the time, appropriate for who's listening.
· Proof: 
· Christ-rejecters (Act 2:23-24, 7:51-52)
· Earnest “God-fearers” (Act 10:40-43)
· Agnostics , pagans (Act 17:30-31)
· and Believers (1 Pet 1:3)
· can you imagine the disconnect if Stephen gave that testimony to Cornelius!
· I sent for you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord (Act 10:33 ) ... You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit... you have now betrayed and murdered the Righteous One(Act 7:51-52)
Point / Application: 
· That example is obvious - but the point is : The best witness connects the content to the hearer - 
· (The dangers of rote, 4 steps, "Pray this prayer after me!")
· The best witness understands the context of the hearer in order to connect their witness (what they have seen in life) with God's story (what we have seen in Christ)- to show the connection between their experience and the universal human condition. 
Illustration
· : 1 Cor 9:20-22
20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. (1Co 9:20-23 ESV) 
· If you can connect the Content to their life you can witness to them. That's the second force forming your witness
· But beware: you might come to understand them, but until you've communicated "these things [contents]" there is no witness - which leads us to the final point to consider:
Our Confidence in the Testimony
· In Act18 Paul arrives at Corinth, and spends over a year and a half with powerful ministry. Read 18:8b, "many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized" - and truly I look at what happened in that city and pray for the same to happen here.
· What's important for our perspective of his witness is what he writes to the Corinthians later, about this period, in 1 Cor 2:3
3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
· FCF: Often, the context means the witness will not be welcome. So there is a temptation to draw people to the Lord by dropping the difficult topics and selling the palatable, appealing promises. (and Paul had seen it in Athens (Act 17): as soon as he talked about Jesus rising from the dead, some mocked (32)) 
· Now in Corinth, The Jews and Gentiles rejected Paul's witness because he claimed that Jesus - God's Power and God's Wisdom - was crucified. That wasn't power and wisdom but weakness and foolishnss. 
· But (Point): Paul says, in 1:17-18 (and I'll translate as I go)
Christ did not send me to baptize but to [witness], not in [eloquent words], so that the cross of Christ would not be emptied - [no Jesus, no event!!] 18 For the word of the cross [the testimony from God] is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God
· >> The Impressive Work came through the Unimpressive Witness 
· The third consideration is: Our confidence : that the Event of Christ is the Gospel, is the Power, is the Witness - is the Only News that Saved. 
· So, he writes, 2:2 I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified -  
· Of course, God's power and wisdom far outweighed the Corinthians'! 
· Contrary to all their philosophical wisdom to attain the ultimate life- v30 says "Jesus became Wisdom: righteousness, sanctification, redemption" - and contrary to all their efforts to demonstrate their power, 2:4 says it was God's Power that became visible as He worked not by Paul's words, but Holy Spirit. 
· But if Paul had bowed to the fear of sounding foolish, God's wisdom and power would not be seen: If he hadn't stuck to the rejected testimony but tried to persuade them with attractive and fancy offers, there would be no 18:8b -  many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized
· APP: We can't win the audience by skirting the Event, and selling something we think people will buy into. The witness doesn’t add or remove from the testimony, to sell it better!

To cultivate the witness
· Self-convinced of the Story – reason to believe, and regular remembering
· Less formula, more interest - Discern how the witness applies to them
· Not for impression of hearer but for introduction to Christ
