Truths for a Strong Church, and How to know them Truly!
Ephesians 1v15-20
Description: Some knowledge which is essential for the strengthening of the church cannot sufficiently be taught by any man
Read
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, (Eph 1:15-20 ESV)

Desire of his prayers is strengthening of the church, "fullness of God" (see 3:19b). Sharing that with them, and trying to convey the unimaginable accomplishments possible through the church because of this fullness.
Greatly Informative. Even instructive for our own prayers
APP: Resonate. Elders are thinking a lot about the church, our church. New eldership; only Now after Sabbatical, and with having had the chance to reflect on what the Church is, are we poised to develop us towards the "fullness of God". We understand our role to present everyone mature in Christ (Col 1:28)
In 1:15-20, however, we uncover something we all have to recognise:
> Some knowledge which is essential for the strengthening of the church cannot sufficiently be taught by any man - even if those truths have been heard from this pulpit for more years than I have been here, through any leadership. Though the apostle Paul were our preacher, he himself could not teach sufficiently to effect the "fullness of God" in the church.
So that, for the believers in Ephesus, he writes in v16-18 (READ)
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know...
God himself needs to give them a spirit of wisdom and revelation, here, to know 3 such truths (18-19, follow with me)
· the hope to which he has called you
· the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints
· the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe
Now the point is, their knowing of these 3 truths is not a matter of simply teaching it to them. He's already taught these. What he prays for them to know in v18-19 is a repetition of what he taught them in v3 to 14... 
Just to show it in summary:
He has opened in v3 by blessing God - Eu-logia; He is the Heavenly Father who has withheld nothing from believers, 'every spiritual blessing'. And here are the 3: In v4-6 the Hope to which he has called them ['to the praise of his glorious grace', In v7-12, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, ['to the praise of his glory'], In v13-14, the immeasurable greatness of his power toward believers, ['to the praise of his glory']
And then, though he has already communicated these to them, he kneels and prays. He prays, in v17, to 'the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory' because teaching these truths alone isn't sufficient. It's not going to produce the Fullness of God in the church. God himself needs to give them a spirit of wisdom and revelation.
Proposition
Truths for a Strong Church, and How to know them Truly!
Pray
that you may know 18: the hope to which he has called you
Parallel 1:4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
· HOPE is like an anchor, Heb 6 says. Believers who are hoping in a hope different to their calling will find threads of hopelessness tangling them up.
· Literally (18), 'the hope of his calling'
· A calling is a privilege, an appointment - conferred onto someone, and Paul shares 2 privileges
· Transformation, "holy and blameless before Him"
· Adoption
· >> We stand perfectly acceptable 'before Him', and reside within his heart - LIT: 'of Him', cf John 17:23 'you loved them even as you loved me'
· It's a new identity - this calling. But more than that, it is secure - God will never revoke his transformation or adoption, because 'he chose us before the foundation of the world' (as in time, 'pro-') and he predestined us (time, 'pro-horizo',  fore-ordained our adoption.). His initiative, his will, (18) "his calling"
· And so the whole LifeCycle of the Church - it's adoption and transformation is Guaranteed

that you may know 18: the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints
Listen for the language of payment, riches and abundance
Parallel 1:7 In him we have redemption [payment] through his blood, the forgiveness [releasing of debt] of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace [gift], 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, (Eph 1:7-11 ESV)
· (again, His pro-horizo fore-ordaining predestination, His will... )
· RICHES: __
· (18) LIT "his inheritance" - there is nothing of Christ's which he has not shared with the Church.
· Glorious Inheritance in the saints - [notice that this begins with the forgiveness of our sins and reaches to the total sum of Christ's riches! I believe 'Inheritance' here is more than Heaven ... . v10: ALL SUMMED UP IN CHRIST. "UNITE" = "Recapitulate" - inheriting the full restoration of perfection.
·  I can't help but think of what he wrote to the Corinthians in 3:21-23 - Why are you trying to boast of having more than another believer - competitive preeminence... "all things are yours, whether ... the world or life or death or the present or the future-- all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's (1Co 3:21-23)
· It is HIS inheritance, and we are co-heirs with Him. 

that you may know 19: the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe
In 3:16 his prayer is restated as 'that he may grant you to be strengthened with power through His Spirit'.  1:13
Parallel 1:13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit
· POWER: the ability to do work - "Dunamis", 
· The most incredible gift, the Presence of the 3rd Person of the Trinity - who works God's power in us, and through us. Deserves a separate sermon which I intend to give because He is the sole reason for any and every meaningful work
· But just consider the quality and quantity of the power which the church ought to know, which is directed at the church (His, Immeasurable)

How does God Give the knowledge of these?
(explain the issue again)
· There is only one place where God gives this knowledge - of the Hope, the Riches and the Power: given clearly in v17, in the knowledge of him. 
For God ...has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2Co 4:6)
· Whose calling? His. Whose Inheritance? His. Whose Power? His. And this is where we need to be very careful - that we don't treat Christ as a teaching, but as the Revelation of God. Whom we can relate to, and behold, and worship - whom (20) God "raised from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places" . Otherwise we will hear but we won't know. And there will be no fullness of God
APP >> Besides elders leading, and teaching, there is critical Individual accountability. If our hearts are not receptive to Him, repentant, any preaching no matter how true will be seed falling on insufficient soil
 - Before any church sees the fullness of God, God Himself must self-reveal through intimate communion with us, in the Face of Jesus - Perhaps this ought to be the subject of our time together next Sunday.
· HOW? Through communion with Christ > Into Experiential Knowledge - beyond imagination (ch3:20).
Application
· We saw last week the condition of the church - paradoxically, as it manifests Christ, it is rejected by the world, suffers - from both without and within. In reality the Fullness of God in Christ, > Fullness of Christ in the Church, which > fills all Creation. 
· But what was true for the Ephesians has to be true for any church because in these matters there is no difference between us and them. It must be that Fullness of God in this church can be much greater experienced - the Hope of His calling, the Riches of the His Inheritance, the Greatness of His Power.


