Heb 5:1-4, Luke 1:5-23, Heb 7:22-28
Christmas Kêrels (2) : Zechariah the Priest
Review
· Prophetic Office, Qualifications: Anointed by God's Spirit; Revealing God's Word
· more than Simeon: Christ!
... another Kerel - not a Prophet, but a Priest
Intro to Priesthood
(I am not a priest, by the way - and no one is!)
· 2 characteristics true of every Priest: Hebrews 5:1-4
· A] just as Prophets - (1a) Appointed by God 
· descendants of Aaron, of tribe of Levi (generically 'Levites' if couldn't trace to Aaron). Temple duty, to live off percentage of the temple offerings
· B] Priests alone - 1b: Appointed to Represent the people before God
· WHY: 1c: offering gifts and sacrifices (not only the high priest)
· WHY ii: 2a: dealing gently with the people, knowing their own weakness
· ... in sympathy and concern - to stand in the gap
· = payment and appeal   /   cover and care   
· ILLUS: the priest is the go-to when you need to set right with God - ::: God wants restoration - He appoints the priesthood - provides a means for exercise of repentance and faith ::: 
· = Cover and Care; to pay the debt and represent you
· Prophets vs Priests: God to man; man to God // Revelation ; Representation
· ('wanting to talk with God'... without a priest, with your sin... You sure?! You need someone to pay the debt and represent you)
Problem with Priesthood
· ! Prophets unpopular, but Priests popular: bearers of hope! offering 'access' to God
· cf the Herods appointed High priests of their own, but rejected the Prophet John the Baptist
· (own culture - seeking blessings, shunning obedience. Lots of 'worship' but little 'word')
· ... Inherent dangers in the priesthood! a priest is highly sought after, has a position and a guaranteed living, can be powerful - ... we see all through the scriptures : so often the priests accompanied by riches and corruption
· You can even do the work of a priest without covering or caring. ILLUS: When someone is repentant and comes for help: I'll make sure you pay // or: I'll make payment
· .>> ! Even in the best of them, they were always insufficient - Remember Aaron, persuaded by the people to make a golden calf idol!!! or Hophni and Phineas, sons of Eli who started treating sacrifices like takeaways - ordering the choicest fat portions for themselves and rejecting any offering that didn't please their taste!
Our 2nd Christmas Kerel: Zechariah, father of JtB
· Read Luke 1:5-23, explaining from v5 to v10
· 5b Abijah - descendant of Aaron, therefore one of the priests. One of 24 divisions. In each, 1000 (Zechariah was one in a thousand). Each division, twice a year for a week
· 8b burn incense - Exodus 30:6-8 'altar of incense', part of the worship which facilitated: "where I will meet with you" - on the D.o.A, this altar moved behind the veil into Holy of Holies!
· 8a chosen by lot - Talmud: once in a lifetime!
· (recount the rest)
Proposition
· Christmas is about the Incarnation of God - Jesus became like a Kerel (Php 2:5]
· ... Christmas pushes us to recognise the failure of mankind in the space where God and man should meet face to face - and how Jesus fulfils that!
· > Necessity of Incarnation - necessary to produce the Ultimate Prophet, and ... the Great High Priest
· FCF: Everyone is sinful. We all need Cover and Care - the ministry of a Priest who is going to do the job well - but even the best of them (cf 1:6) are insufficient.
Our main passage - Hebrews 7:21-28 - summarises the Problem with Aaronic Priesthood, and Providence of Jesus Christ
>comparison between the highest and best of priesthood, and Jesus. 3 problems, contrasted with a triple solution
3 problems
SINFULNESS: Heb 7:27a - He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people 
· daily sacrifice, including his own (cf Zechariahs unbelief: Luke 1:18-20) = Sinfulness
MORTALITY: Heb 7:23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office
· could only do it for so long and then they died (cf an Old man: Lk 1:7, 18 - the cause for doubt!, only once in a lifetime)
With the result that: Heb 10:3-4 - But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. = CONDEMNATION.
· APP: SINFULNESS, MORTALITY and CONDEMNATION - such a priesthood can never offer access to God!! Can you see why the Incarnation was not up for debate!
Now let's read the whole passage - Hebrews 7:22-28 and see how Jesus Christ fulfils the Priesthood
a triple providence
21-22, : God the Father appoints a New Priesthood - cf v13-14 (! Not a Levite - not Moses' covenant - a New Covenant... if you're still in the old system, wake up!)- 
23-25: His ministry is unending - cf v16 - an indestructible life. Aaronic priesthood only up until Christ, a shadow. [. 25 "able to save to the uttermost-completely-wholly"; but An Eternal work - not eternally available, but effect is for eternity available only through faith...a widow of grace]
26: His ministry is Perfect [[this answers "what kind of priest would be necessary for an unending, saving-to-the-uttermost kind of ministry?]]
· holy: devout - not distracted and taken up with other things - devout to His ministry of covering and caring for His own
· innocent: work not devious, intention is good
· unstained: fully qualified before the Father in Heaven
· NLT: He has been set apart from sinners and has been given the highest place of honour in heaven. 

This is why I'm not 'a priest!' - neither anyone else. Priesthood of men was a temporary institution which looked forward to the Incarnated True High Priest - it taught us what was necessary in order to approach God. And now we have that... cf 8:1.
God intends to meet with you! (1 Tim 2:4) Christ came, to offer up Himself for our sins, and today he continues to represent us before the Father. Everyone who trusts in Him is under his cover and care. If you don't have Jesus Christ, what do you have?.
He has offered Himself to God as our perfect sacrifice, and he deals gently with sinners - because he was tempted as we are, yet without sin! (Heb)
Two Kerels: Simeon and Zechariah - Prophet and Priest - both only a shadow of the Ultimate and Great Jesus Christ. 
