
Keep it original
Read Mark 1:21-39
Intro to Series - "the original message"
· Jemaine: "There's lots to be done" Will be a year of development. Sabbatical - get to a place where our own can preach! In the New Year - I was thinking strategically : What is it we need to accomplish, develop? Time for another Indaba? (Mark: strateoumi) What theme? Personal growth? Discipleship? - we'll be discussing this in the FF (all men invited)
· I really think it's going to be a great year - not necessarily easy - but there's a wide scope to develop our body more and more into the image of Jesus.
· But for a while I've been conscious of how in all our good intentions we can forget the original foundation - why we're here in the first place. This is bedrock to this new series - We don't exist in a vacuum: KBC is an extension of the original church begun in Acts. Now we don't have to be - we can reinvent the church and her message ... but then we can't identify ourselves as a Christian church. So for this series, I'd like to share what I've enjoyed surveying in the NT: among all the NT apostles and authors - though they were different in culture, intention, contexts, audiences, strategies and ministries, there was one consistent underlying message - almost the one and only message they ever declared - they preached it, believed it, fought for it, died for it...
· And as I reflected on the components of that message, I thought 50% of Christians will know less than 50% of the original message - I'm not talking doctrinal statements and theological mysteries! The Gospel!
· Do you know what it is?
· Are you sure that what you would repeat to me as the gospel is the original message and nothing but the original message?
· Because in all our vision for 2019 and the programs we embark upon, Lord willing, it won't be church ministry if we sideline, dampen, the original message.

I chose this passage because when I think of the priority of the gospel message above all ministry, I immediately think of this encounter: In the high popularity of Jesus' works, and the demand for more and more of it, He remained committed to the presiding plan of preaching His Gospel.
Read v35-38 again.
Mark is preparing us for the unfolding mission of Jesus - 'the Gospel'. See 1:1. The gospel of Jesus Christ - "of" : from Him, and about Him. Our message is not ours' - we perpetuate His gospel. 
There is a saying, "Keep it original" - meaning don't do what's been done before. I'm stealing that phrase for the opposite effect - "Keep it Original - Let the church remain what it originally was!"
As we commit ourselves to a year of exciting development, let's start off on the right foot. How do we keep it original? Let's look at the example of Christ.
Undertake Labour (35)
· Jesus prayed continually - the comment is made in a few places - He enjoyed perfect intimacy with His Father (Jhn 17)... He was identified as a praying man. He prayed openly, often before some miracle. People brought their children for him to pray for them, and it was because of Jesus own praying that the disciples asked, "Lord, teach US [how] to pray" (see Luk 5:15-16)
· But interestingly there are only a couple narratives of Jesus specifically going to pray. This is one of them. So it's significant. And what you find when you look at these few narratives, they are all in crucial moments of His mission. 
· Luke 6 - before appointing the 12 - 
· Mat 14 - when the crowds tried to force him to be king, 
· Luk 9 - before his transfiguration - 
· Mat 26 - before his arrest - 
· This prayer, in Mark 1:35, is unnatural labour.
· Mark makes special mention because it is out of the ordinary. 
· (35) Specifically, it was very dark because it was very early.
· (..) he departed (... [from Simon's house, (29)]...) and went out to a desolate place = without anyone else. We're privy to the private life of Jesus - and it impresses us that in His humanity, Jesus had to exercise unnatural labour to keep the main thing the main thing.

· in 1 Cor 11, Paul says to su, "Imitate me as I imitate Christ" - and that doesn't mean get up while it is still very dark - It's not necessarily the routine which is the unnatural labour (...For some people early mornings are unavoidable (Ecc 12:4 - older people "rise up with the sound of birds")) - The unnatural labour is the labour of seeking God - nurturing, realigning, remembering, praying, 
· Often, this requires what is unnatural to the flesh. But it is vital for the spirit. What we see here is the unnatural taking precedence over the natural .. or more accurately, the Supernatural taking precedence over the natural.

· We would be ignorant if we overlooked the order of events in 35-38 - i.e. Can you see that this prayer in (35) is unnatural labour. And it precedes His decision to lay His popular works aside in favour of the continuing will of God - the preaching of His message. Just as He needed to specifically labour in prayer those other times, this was a crucial moment in His mission ... and He navigated it through the supernatural labour of prayer. Prayer is one form of supernatural labour - and probably the greatest. But there are many forms : == anything that remembers the eternal plan of God and places that demand above the natural demand is a supernatural labour. >> So if we ask, How do we keep it original: This kind of labour precedes our ability to keep the main thing the main thing. We cannot perpetuate a Christian church and ministry without labouring, personally and corporately, supernaturally - 

· Prayer is unnatural. Corporate prayer requires sacrifice of time (Col 4:12)
· Friends in Heaven requires sacrifice of wealth (Lk 16:9)
· " let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up". (Gal 6:9)

Understand ”needs" (36-37)
· Read
· Do you understand that there was a legitimate, urgent, need for Jesus to remain in Capernaum. Their need of Christ's healing power wasn't selfish - it was human. And Jesus didn't begrudge it. He laboured for them. And so too in the rest of his 3 year ministry right up until the crucifixion. There's a need right here in Capernaum for the work of ministry. And Jesus could've turned that town around by remaining there 100 years.
· Lesson 1 - Ministry addresses natural needs - How can you love your neighbour without concern for their need - [whichever kind]. 
· cf Mat 25:35, For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
· Luk 3:11 And he answered them, "Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise."
· But Lesson 2 - There'll never be enough. We will never reach a point where there are no more legitimate, urgent needs for care and ministry. In fact, the more that true care and ministry happened here, the greater the need was revealed to be! 
· The sun rises and Simon and the disciples discover Jesus is missing. So they come searching for Jesus. Literally, 'hunting for Jesus'! Because when our greatest felt needs are addressed - our hunger, our intimacy, our healing, our greatest urgency becomes securing that. Simon's mother had been cured and Jesus was in the House! What more do we need if we have Jesus in the House!
· 37) "Everyone is looking [seeking urgently] for you!" - look at the motivation to come back to the house! In Luke 4, we find that the crowds probably followed the disciples and it says that they "gripped him", urging Jesus to "not leave from them". 
· Yet - He - did. He said No to the ill, the poor and hurting in Capernaum because there was a Greater need - [[greater in quality]]
· Mark ch 1 introduces a conflict between our natural needs and our supernatural needs. And often they compete. And I think that is what this passage in v35-39 is about. Mark is describing how the “supernatural-needs” ministry takes precedence over the “natural-needs” ministry, even when the natural needs are in important legitimate. [ILLUS:We may have a first aid kit in the car in case we come across an accident. But when the ambulance comes we don't say, "But I've done such a nice dressing on his head"]. "For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." (Joh 12:8)
· APP: So, in this ministry,... the better we become at serving people and addressing their needs, the greater we'll see the demand for it - and our ministry will only grow more demanding. But we cannot let preoccupation with solving the natural problems of the world displace the greater task of preaching the supernatural purpose of God to all people. 
· If you aren't prepared for unabating needs, it will feel like putting out the fires of the WC. They just keep coming. They're a result of the weather and the habitat: ... (the spiritual climate and the decaying world. (Rom 8))
· Be prepared for unabating needs - meaning, measure carefully that you don't get so excited at a ministry which is well received that you forget that people need to be saved - that unless they repent and place faith in Christ, they are no better off. Sometimes, for the sake of better eternal ministry we may need to prune and move temporal ministries. We need to be efficient with our means. You may have people clinging on to you, begging you not to stop such and such upliftment. But let God's purpose direct. [What ministry are you in - what is its goal? To be the best felt-needs fix?] 
Underline the Gospel (38)
· Read
· "Why I came out" - out of what? The house? No - he came out the house to pray. He's referring to why He came out of Heaven / ./.
· (cf Luk 4:43 he said to them, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.")
 The message is not ours - let's keep it original.
·  "Underline": bring attention to, emphasise, draw focus to. Versus - you don't even know it's there.
· [think about it] How do we present it? The 2 most important ways
· In preaching - a number of us are developing our preaching skills - To those who are: Always ask yourself in preaching preparation, is the language of the Gospel in my sermon? 
· What I love here, is that the preaching of the message IS the goal. It is not a means to achieve something great here. The preaching of the Gospel IS the something great. The Gospel is the power of God - and it's faith in this original message, that formed the original churches, who continue to declare it to all the world. May this church keep the main thing the main thing, and so be able to identify itself with the true church, the original church, with the original message

· In reaching - The first step to reaching people is rapport and trust. But the language of the gospel must filter into your words if you desire a spiritual awakening in them. FCF: An acute lack of "anchor" words. Words like Jesus, repentance, faith, resurrection, hope 
· Normally we get the reasoning right, but not the seasoning - we build relationships with the right reason - to witness. But then we don't season that relationship with spiritual words. Mat 28:20, "in your going...make disciples". It takes unnatural labour, prioritising of needs, and preoccupation with the original message of Jesus
· So what is that message - the Eternal Gospel? Do you know it? >> Let's the apostles tell us - Luke, Peter Paul, John, Jude  - in the following sermons! The important thing here, is that it needs to be presented to those we minister to. 
Pray
